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We have laid the ground
for growth, says Tolgos

Count on us
to deliver
-Kochei
By GPSU

W

hen the first Elgeyo Marakwet
County
Assembly
was
constituted, the men and women
tasked with oversight, representation and
legislature in this House knew too well the
burden on their shoulders.
Led by House Speaker Albert Kochei, their
job was cut out and it is to ensure that the
house discharges its constitutional mandate
as per the expectations of the electorate.
“When we took oath of office together
with the honourable Members of County
Assembly (MCAs), we agreed that we were
going to work to make a difference in Elgeyo
Marakwet County,” he said.
Kochei said the elected leaders are
cognizant of the fact that their responsibility,
together with the Executive, is to lay a
firm foundation for the present and future
generations of Elgeyo Marakwet County.
“As the first County Assembly, our job is to
facilitate the setting up of firm systems and
structures that will support the development
continued on page>> 16
H.E Governor Alex Tolgos unveils the County Intergrated Development Plan (CIDP) which is part of the vision 2030

By ALEX TOLGOS

F

ellow County men and women, I take
this opportunity to welcome you to
our first County Newspaper whose
main aim is to disseminate what we as a county
government is doing for you the electorate.
As part of my government’s commitment
to remain accountable, The Elgeyo Marakwet
Bulletin will be a periodical source of information
of our development agenda.
When I took oath of office my pledge was to

team up with all stakeholders of goodwill within
and outside our county in setting transformative
leadership that would deliver our residents’
development aspirations under the new county
government.
Thanks to our residents’ trust, support and
enthusiasm in striving to achieve our common
goal, we as a county have laid the ground for
growth and made strides in the one year we have
been in office.
As Governor, I am committed to making the
county leadership work better and rebuild the

Email: editor@elgeyomarakwet.go.ke
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trust of the people who sent us here to represent
them.
In striving to put the county on a fast path for
economic growth and independence, various
structural, organizational and policy related
strategies and systems have been instituted.
Soon after the county leadership was
inaugurated, we undertook to constitute the
County Executive Committee and the County
Public Service Board. We have also filled in
staff positions progressively based on job
continued on page>> 2
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Policies
and
partnerships
to guide our
development
agenda

requirements as per the mandates
bestowed on the County Government
and guided by the relevant statutes.
I am happy to report that in all these
recruitment
processes,
fairness,
competitiveness & merit, gender and
regional balances have been highly
considered. The County Assembly has
also played its role of vetting nominated
candidates for appointment.

Development Strategy

My government, in collaboration
with other key stakeholders, has further
prepared policy documents such as
County Integrated Development Plan
(CIDP) to guide our development
agenda going forward.
In 2013, the County Assembly
approved the CIDP which is the
development master plan for the
county. The Plan will provide
a framework for coordinated
development, unified development
planning, basis for annual budget
financing, platform for effective and
efficient implementation of projects
and programs and mechanism for
measuring performance.
Other policy documents that have
been developed include the County

Budget Review and Outlook Paper
(CBROP) and County Fiscal Strategy
Paper (CFSP) which lay the foundation
and provides the basis for prudent
budgeting processes in the county.
The County Assembly has passed
crucial Bills in the past year that has
enabled us to implement intervention
in the county as per our mandate. The
Finance Bill was passed and assented
to in January, 2014 laying the ground
for increased revenue that would
supplement the funds allocated by the
Commission on Revenue Allocation.
Prudent management of county
funds in collection and utilization
is vital for development. After we
enacted the County Finance Act
and implemented it courtesy of the
County Assembly’s approval, revenue
collection has doubled.
We have also partnered with KCB
and Safaricom’s M-PESA on revenue
collection and remittances to maximize
on revenue collection with minimal
costs.
In delivering on the development
pledges we promised our people, the
importance of the budget process
cannot be underestimated. Last year,
again thanks to the County Assembly,
our approved budget was lauded as one

of the few balanced budgets and whose
spirit revolved around equity and
needs-based considerations.
I am aware that no sector or entity
got all their desired budget levels,
but we can still achieve our targets by
putting in place efficiency and value
for money practices as we anticipate
increased budgets in the coming years.

Partnerships for growth

However, so as to ensure that the
non-budgeted developments have
opportunities for implementation,
we have drafted Public Private
Partnerships (PPPs) frameworks to
enable partnership ventures with
private investors. We have developed
good working relationship with NGOs
to attract additional resources to the
county.
For instance, to replicate good
practices, we have adopted the
Twinning or Sister Cities initiative that
links urban centres with model urban
cities in other countries. Already, the
county has managed to Twin Iten Town
with Irvin City in Dallas,USA.
As captured in the spirit of the
Constitution, the county government’s
two arms; the Executive and the

County Assembly, are partners for
progress and not competitors for
recognition.
We may not agree on every issue
before hand, but we are expected to put
our county’s interests first while from
time to time striking a compromise
whenever necessary on issues that
matter to Elgeyo Marakwet residents.
Both arms have a legally defined role to
play in delivering on the aspirations of
the residents that we all represent.
On the same note, I want to
report that we have established a
structured mechanism for development
collaboration amongst all the
development actors in our county.
Effectively, we have established the
County Consultative Development
Forum (CCDF) which brings together
all development actors, CDFs in
all constituencies and our county
government to deliberate amongst
others; projects’ targeting, community
participation and development needs
based approach.
So, together we have laid a basis
of collaborative enhancement
whose success guarantees more
trust and further opens the county
for engagement with development
partners.
continUES IN page>>3
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Structures already in place to spur growth

continued from page<< 2

Challenges

However, in the midst of our
achievements so far, we have
witnessed a myriad of challenges
that curtailed our desired pace of
transformation as a county.
Lack of infrastructural facilities,
absence of administrative structures,
low revenue base, lack of policy
framework for service delivery for
various departments, delayed receipt
of revenue share from the national
Treasury, lack of effective political
will for devolution from national
government and inadequate technical
staff in most of devolved departments
are some of the challenges we
immediately faced when we came
into office.
Given that we have been able
to make achievements amidst the
challenges aforementioned, I believe
2014 can be a breakthrough year
for our county. After one year of
determined effort to put in place
governance structures, we are now
better-placed to deliver on our
peoples’ aspirations.

Achievements so far

Thanks to the efforts of all
stakeholders, I will mention
sectoral achievements made by my
government so far. More details of

these achievements can be found in
the subsequent pages outlined by my
CECs.
We have formulated strategies

Thanks to our
residents’ trust,
support and
enthusiasm in striving
to achieve our
common development
goal, we as a county
have laid the ground
for growth
to facilitate the empowerment of
youth, women, elders and persons
with disability as well as the growth
of sports ventures by rolling out
empowerment initiatives amongst
them rehabilitation of 283 women
who formerly eked out a living
through brewing and selling illicit
alcohol.
The women are now in the process
of raising money to build a maize
milling plant for which we have
committed a seed capital of Ksh 2m.

Similar initiatives will be replicated
among the youth and special interest
groups.
As you all know, the county
is famed for its high altitude
environment that has facilitated
our prowess in athletics and us
being referred to as the “County of
Champions”.
Indeed we are proud that,
following my invitation, we were able
to host Kenya’s First Lady Margaret
Kenyatta for a one week residential
training in our county ahead of her
run at the London Marathon. This
was a great endorsement for us which
we should further leverage on.
However, we cannot build on
this God given advantage without
commitment. That is why my
government has embarked on
plans to rehabilitate and modernize
the famous Kamariny Stadium to
international standards and the
Iten Grounds to enable our athletes
harness their full potentials. We
are further upgrading four sports
fields in four wards. We have further
trained coaches and athlete leaders
in Special Olympics and established
sports awards in various categories.
Recently, we also hosted inaugural
Kipawa awards to identify talent
among our youth. Many youths
turned up and we were surprised at
the level of talent we have in Elgeyo
Marakwet.

Urban Planning

On positioning our major towns
to attract investment, I am proud
to report that we have embarked
on planning Iten town and other
major urban centers to make them
attractive for investment and proper
settlements.
Provision of clean water for our
people remains one of our priorities.
We are currently working on the
implementation of the Ksh 1.7 billion
Sabor - Iten water project funded by
our partner, the Belgian Government.
We also have tendered for key water
projects in the county and engaged

Eldowas to supply water to the
people of Chebiemit, Chebara and
Cheptongei.
Other water projects funded by
development partners include Emsoo
water project by World Vision. We
are also in negotiations with Eldowas
and Lake Victoria North Water
Service Board for additional water
projects so as to improve water
access for our residents.
My government has made it a
matter of priority to control and
eliminate logging and empower
Community Forest Associations
(CFAs) for better management of
our forests. Afforestation and people
resettlement programs are aimed at
improving our forest cover especially
given that we host one of the five
water towers in the country.
In the past one year, we have also
initiated programs geared towards
improving support infrastructure
at Rimoi Game Reserve in efforts to
make it a top tourist destination. We
are happy to report today that we
have investors ready to establish an
eco-lodge in Rimoi and Kamariny.
We have also concluded profiling
county potential tourism sites

through consultative forums and best
practices replication.
Refurbishment of existing and
establishment of trade related
infrastructure such as cottage
industries for value addition of crops
and fruits such as mangoes, coffee,
groundnuts, tea and dairy amongst
others have been initiated.
Health remains our leading
priority in the coming year. In the
last one year, my government has
audited the health personnel payroll
and subsequently recovered Ksh 5m
that was being lost through monthly
salaries to ghost workers.
In meeting our health promises,
we have channelled these savings
for the recruitment of 100 health
workers. We are also currently
upgrading our various health
facilities such as former Iten District
Hospital to County referral hospital
by renovating wards, expanding the
theatre and mortuary and equipping
it with beds, mattresses and beddings
and other support equipments.
We have also equipped several
health facilities and so far procured

and distributed medicine,in addition
to basic medical equipment that we
have already bought for distribution
costing us around sh 100 million. Five
ambulances have also been ordered.
My government is currently
concentrating in upgrading 6
sub-county hospitals and 1 county
referral hospital.
Our commitment to a healthy
county can be evidenced by our
decision to allocate more than 30% of
our 2014/2015 budget to the health
sector.

Job Creation

Creation of employment for our
people forms part of the pledges we
promised. Agriculture will provide a
greater portion of those new jobs.
Although we have revitalized the
sector through various strategies
including; field days, exhibition
trade fairs, exposure tours, cash crop
nurseries, distribution of high value
crops seeds, distribution of cash
crops seeds, jobs created have not
been sufficient.
The onus is therefore on us to
adopt and innovate farm related

technologies that would ensure
efficiency in production and return
on investments. We need to do
more to help entrepreneurs, tourism
ventures and small business owners
whose creation of most new jobs
cannot be underestimated.

Product Value Addition

We have also sourced two milk
coolers in addition to facilitating
the formation of four organized
dairy groups. Chebara Agricultural
Training Centre is in the final stages
of establishment which will go a long
way in training farmers on optimum
agricultural production.
In appreciation of the role modern
technology plays in development, we
have developed a county website in
addition to networking of the county
offices to enable communication
and sharing information on a digital
platform.
So as to deliver services in an
efficient manner, we have automated
access and sharing of services
continueS ON page>> 4
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County economy ready for take off
Development: After one year of putting in
place county structures, Elgeyo Marakwet is
now ready for business and investment
continued from page<<3
for Health and Treasury
Departments, whose services
can be delivered more
efficiently on an automated
platform.
This year, we will develop
systems that will be used to
analyze and facilitate strategic
and operational activities in
real time.
We are currently
strategizing to partner with
mobile network providers for
coverage to reach all areas of
the county.

Infrastructure
Notwithstanding the

relatively high cost of road
construction, we have set out
to undertake several projects
so as to increase accessibility of
all areas in the county.
We are in the process of
classifying all unclassified
roads in our greater plan to
maintain 1,500 KM of existing
roads annually.
Already we have completed
heavy grading for 180 Km
and light grading of 54 km of
roads covering 4 Wards, in an
initiative to cover 40 Km of
roads in every Ward.
We are also about to
complete the construction of
the County Executive Building
headquarters that contains
28 offices, a boardroom
and conference facility for
approximately Kshs 25 million.
My fellow county men and
women, we have proposed
to initiate value addition
industries to enhance returns
on our production. In order to
achieve this, energy generation

is paramount. In the coming
years therefore, we shall seek
collaborative ventures with
investors to harness electricity
in six sites in the county.

Education

Despite the excellent KCPE
and KCSE results in the recent
years, our county’s literacy
levels are still low at 48.5
percent. This therefore calls
for continued infrastructural
investments at all levels
of education and teachers
employment for ECDE.
I am happy to report that,
in the last one year we have
employed, inducted and
deployed 371 ECDE teachers.
We have further procured
equipment for various
Polytechnics.
We have also undertaken
feasibility studies for four
sites for Technical Training
Institutions.
All these ventures that we
have undertaken and intend
to undertake cannot be
satisfactory without results and
impact measurements.
We will therefore be
conducting monitoring and
evaluation on all projects
undertaken to ensure their
suitability, sustainability and
value for money.
Going forward, it is worth
noting that all development
initiatives to be implemented
in the coming Fiscal Years
are contained in the County
Integrated Development Plan
(CIDP), whose development
proposals were identified
by stakeholders through a

GOVERNOR’S POLITICAL ADVISOR:
Kipkoech Karamai

including those for roads, energy
and sports, enhanced development
cooperation, networking and
collaborations through Public Private
Partnerships (PPP) approach and
creating a development strategy that
enhances service delivery are some of
the priorities that will be focused on
in the coming years.
In order to implement these
priorities, it is imperative for all of
us to carry out our roles as a team;
the executive is obligated by law to
involve residents in all aspects of
development, starting from planning
to evaluation. I therefore want to urge
all leaders to encourage our people
to actively participate in moving our
development agenda forward.

Despite the
excellent KCPE and
KCSE results in the
recent years, our
county’s literacy
levels are still low
at 48.5 percent.
This therefore
calls for continued
infrastructural
investments at all
levels of education
and teachers
employment for
ECDE

County Assembly

consultative process.

Partnerships

Food security and enhanced
returns to agricultural investments,
investing in health care, education
and social protection for improved
livelihoods, enhancement of
infrastructural developments

GOVERNOR’S ECONOMIC ADVISOR:
Peter Marusin

I appreciate the vital role the
County Assembly plays in representation, legislation and oversight
role over the executive’s execution of
the budget and the subsequent project development. We will therefore
continue to consult on initiatives and
strategies for enhanced cooperation.
As a strategy to further optimize
our engagement with our people in
development decisions, I am in the

COUNTY PUBLIC SERVICE BOARD
CHAIRMAN: Gideon Kipyakwai

process of constituting the County
Budget and Economic Forum whose
membership will be drawn from
various development interest groups
in the county as required by law.
Let me also assure you that my
government will continue to seek
and sustain support from donors and
other development partners to fill the
resources gaps in our priorities for
the coming years.

Achievements

My fellow county men and
women, in the spirit of cooperation
and consultation with the national
government organs based at the
county, we have made achievements
in several fronts.
In striving to eradicate
consumption of illicit alcohol
and abuse of drugs, together with
the immediate former County
Commissioner,Mr Arthur Osiya, we
put in place measures to curb the
vice while empowering the affected
people with alternative means of
livelihoods.
Further, in a bid to enhance
security at the county, we facilitated
peace forums and we are in the
process of constituting the County
Policing Authority whose mandate
will be to entrench security measures
further into our peace committees
and villages.
Am happy to also report that we
have collaborated with the National
Cereals Produce Board (NCPB)
to open distribution depots for
subsidized fertilizers to our farmers
thus reducing transportation costs.
We will further lobby for opening of
more depots in the county.
Finally, for accountability,
openness and shared objectives,
we will continue involving all the
relevant stakeholders and our
people in the implementation of
our development agenda because I
know for a fact that each of us is a
champion in their own right as we
pride ourselves as the “county of
champions”.
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Deputy Governor
roots for effective
public participation
for quality County
service delivery

D

evolution in Kenya
entailed the transfer of
political, administrative and legal authority, power
and responsibility from the
centralized government unit of
47 county governments as provided for by our constitution
2010.Our County Government
is one of the 48 autonomous
government that are distinct
and yet interdependent.
As we celebrate the milestones of devolution over the
last one year in Elgeyo Marakwet, there is need to reflect on
out development experiences,
so that together we will build a
brighter future for our County.
In reflecting on our experiences this far, we recognize
that the process of transition
and setting up structures has
been successful for our county
and today we are experiencing
success in delivering services in

5

DEPUTY GOVERNOR: Dr Gabriel Lagat

By Dr Gabriel Lagat
areas of health care, agriculture
and livestock productivity,
improved road infrastructural
network, enhanced quality
of education, cleaner urban
centres, social transformation
and development (engagement
of youth, women and people
with special needs in sport and
cultural activities), improved
planning among others.
This article specifically
explores our experiences in the
main principles of devolution
that is Effective public participation in County Governance
as a means of improving the
quality of our service delivery.
Citizen participation is an
important part of the devolution process as provided for by
Article 174 © of our Constitution 2010. Clause 85 of the
County Government Act, 2012
lists the specific principles that
serve as the basis of citizen
participation at the county
level. Clause 91 of the same
Act provides for the structures
of citizen participation and
Clause 97 for the principles of
participation and protection of
the minorities and marginalised groups.
Lastly, Clause 22 of the Urban Areas and Cities Act 2011

provides for citizen participation
in urban areas. Citizen participation is therefore well grounded and
supported by our laws and various
statutes. Our county Assembly has
approved and passed the Elgeyo
Marakwet Public Participation Bill
2014, an important achievement
compared to other counties.
However, we have noted that
our public participation has been
satisfactory owing to low attendance during public barazas, budget
preparation and validation forums,
few petitions and memorandums
from our people, poor attendance
of our County Assembly sittings,
among others and there is need for
improvement. The people of Elgeyo
Marakwet County must participate
in the governance process of our
County of Champions and exercise
their constitutional mandates and
responsibilities.

•

•

Why Active Participation?

There are numerous benefits that
our people stands to benefit effective participation which includes
but not limited to the following:•
Collective articulation of
community aspirations, needs
and priorities. Participations
informs our County Integrated
Development Plans (CIDP),
Spartial Plans, Sectoral Strategic Plans among others.
•
Effective allocations and use of
our resources-Fiscal participation during the budget preparation and validation process and
the financial resources mobilization through the Finance
Bill approval and validation
process.
•
Formation of our County Development Consultative Forum
(CDCF) between our County
Governments and members of
the CDF committees has enabled us avoid duplications and
double funding of projects.
•
Effective participation has
enabled us to identify and
undertake resource mapping
e.g. tourist sites, minerals, best

•

•

•

•

practices and even areas of revenue leakages and wastage.
Increased transparency and accountability in decision making
and implementation processes.
Through participations we inculcate and nurture the culture
of transparency, accountability
and credibility between County
Public officials and the community on important issues and
services. Communities should
demand quality services and
expect value for money.
Enhance stakeholder senses of
ownership and sustainability
of development interventions.
Through active participation
our communities feel the sense
of collective belonging, increase the level of trust in ourselves as a community and in
our county leadership. Through
participations, communities
can better judge their governments and leadership. This way
we enhance our level of cohesiveness and resolve to create a
common destiny devoid of any
divisive attributes especially
of ethnicity and regionalism
and more so better handle the
historical injustices.
Enhanced level of public debate
on issues and decision making
derived from our diversity of
ideas, alternative views on
development interventions and
hence informed projects decisions and quality service.
Improved access to information and effective participation
improves the quality of our
policies, laws and regulations.
Through participation our
publics can protect their rights,
interest, cultures, taboos,
exercise their oversight and
responsibility in governance.
Through participation our
communities can identify local
talent and unique skill sets and
reveal the same to their county
governments for development
and utilization.
Last but not least, effective
participation promotes pub-

•

lic-private sector partnerships,
State and non-State actors consultations in the development
process.
Through effective participation we as a County have
been able to work and partner
with World Vision, USAID,
World Bank, DANIDA, SIDA,
AMPATH, KTI, Red Cross,
KCB, KWS, Egerton University,
JICA, African Development
Bank (ADB) among others.

Important and Critical
Forms of Participation

Fiscal citizen participation during
budget preparation and validation
forums. This is normally organized
as Town Hall Meetings.
Every October the County
Government publishes County
Budget Report and Outlook Paper
(CBROP) which forms the basis for
the budget making process. In February, the County Treasury prepares
and publicizes the County Fiscal
Strategy Paper (CFCP) normally before February 28th spelling out our
priorities for the next financial year.
Our Staff normally visits and hold
public barazas in every ward. This
is an opportunity for our people to
articulate for projects and services.
The County Assembly normally
will again hold meetings and receive
petitions and memorandums over
the same. The County Treasury
in the month of April normally
contacts budget validation forums
in every ward. Public participation
ensures that communities validate
their priorities as per CFSP and the
budget proposals.
The process of developing our
CIDP is rated as the best approach
in the entire County. We invite our
people to participate again in the
review of the same document come
next year 2015.
The other form of effective
community participation is through
public barazas. We organize and
publicize public barazas during
continued on page>> 7
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Senator: My support for
devolution is steadfast
The success
of devolution
is dependent
on the
participation
of all the
people of our
County

SENATOR: Kipchumba Murkomen

“

One year into devolution, we have
witnessed increased faith in devolved
governments and faster development
in the entire country.
Kenyans have had the opportunity to
set their development priorities at the
local level. Elgeyo Marakwet County
(EMC) is no exception; all stakeholders
have had a say on their development

T

needs and priorities.
For this, I wish to thank the
Governor Alex Tolgos and his team for
providing the necessary environment
for our people to actively participate in
development efforts.
As your Senator, I am confident that
devolution will succeed in our country
and county.
My office has and continues to partner
with the EMC County Government to
ensure that devolution succeeds and
our people enjoy its sweet fruits.
The success of devolution is
dependent on the participation of all
the people of our county. I would like
to seek greater public participation
in matter concerning our county
including planning, budgeting and
improved accountability.
The future of devolution largely
depends on strategic partnership of
all leaders. The operationalisation
of County Government Act and the
establishment of County Development
Boards will ensure greater coordination of development efforts in
our counties.
I have said before that none of the
47 County Governments is a preserve
of anyone. In our case, it is for the

Is niscili quisim quisim dolessenim xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxw

self-government of the people of
EMC in line with Article 174 of the
Constitution.
That is why as your Senator, I work
with other elected leaders, including
my colleagues in Parliament, to ensure
that residents of EMC are proud of our
County Government.
My office will continue to market
EMC as the desired destination for
sports and sports tourism and as
a virgin area for investment. For
example,we shall partner with wellwishers to promote sports through the
Senator’s Cup.
My office will also promote youth
empowerment
through
training,
capacity building and capital sourcing.
I also intend to work with all elected
leaders from the county to work on a
programme to economically empower
religious leaders for better spiritual

nourishment and upholding of morals
and values in our county.
As your Senator, I will also work
with my colleagues in Parliament, the
National and County governments to
ensure infrastructural development
projects are implemented as planned.
For example, we all wish to see the
Nyaru-Iten-Cheptongei-Kapsait road
tarmacked.
I will also work with other leaders to
promote environmental protection and
conservation while ensuring that human
rights of our people are guaranteed in
line with the Constitution.
To be able to do this, I expect
greater co-operation from the County
government in various development
issues, especially with regard to sharing
of information. I am confident I will get
the support.
God Bless you all.

Women representative outlines her vision for the county

he County Women Representative Dr
Susan Chebet is a strong advocate of
social development in Elgeyo Marakwet
and her vision for the county is one laden with
good promise.
She has put in place strategies that her office
is rolling out in collaboration with various
stakeholders to contribute to the general
development of the county.
Dr Chebet’s rallying calls, Somanet ko Kirgit
(Education is the bull) and Tumndo ne Leel
(Alternative Rite of Passage for girls), is what
voters identified her with as they elected her
into office. She is so passionate about the two.
The Women Rep’s office will provide
leadership in all planned activities organized

to strengthen social and economic aspects of
women and youth empowerment in the county
to run on an annual basis.
The activities are ward based to ensure
participation from grass root level to the
county level to improve peoples’ lives in Elgeyo
Marakwet County. These are:Annual Exhibition and Trade Fairs
The exhibitions’ are meant to spur social
and economic development of grassroots level
where 20 wards participate in the exercise by
showcasing what they do in there wards .The
exhibitions provide competition, marketing,
and exposure of skills, knowledge and goods or
services that can be accessed by those who need
them. My office will try to look for Sponsors and

partners who will be sought to support them.
Tournaments and Championships
These are meant to be held periodically to tap
talents from the youth, give youth a strong bond
and commitment to the county.
Socio Cultural Activities
Tumndo Ne Leel (Alternative Rite Of Passage
for Girls).
This is Anti-FGM campaign for the
abandonment of FGM; prevent teenage
pregnancy, early marriages and school dropout
to promote education of the girl child. School
drops out also affects the boy child due to
poverty, drug abuse and traditional rites and
initiation which promote manhood at expense
of education.
Information shall be disseminated to the
community to equip women on reproductive
health and wellbeing.
Education Forums
Provide motivational talks to girls and boys
in schools to help them focus in their education
and think about their future careers and nature
talents.
These are social functions which are open for
participation and are on throughout the year
.This is another avenue for meeting the people
interacting

WOMEN REP: Dr Susan Chebet
and getting the opportunity to know their needs
to be considered and taken to the next level.
Economic Empowerment
This will be done through the promotion of
self help groups for women, youth and people
with disabilties Table Banking,Saccos.
Promote enterprise among youth and
women for job creation and empowerment.
Empowerment of women is empowering
families and appropriate strategies shall be used
to reach women and youth.

Educate a man and you educate one person,
educate a woman and you educate a nation.
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Channels for engagement with electorate open
continued from page<<5

projects site visits, launching and commissioning of projects. Our publics
through their MCAs or our sub-county
administrators can call for a public
baraza to disseminate or receive information over any issues and concerns.
We encourage attendance in these face
to face meetings.

Council of Elders

Our Council of Elders meetings and
Forums both in Marakwet and Keiyo
have proved to be effective in handling land related issues, community
conflicts, resource and even cultural
preservations and restorations. We
encourage our people to channel their
concerns and aspirations through their
elders and attend their meetings.

Petitions

Submissions of Petitions, Writing
Letters, Memorandums to our County
public officials, our Governor, our
County Assembly or to any of our
offices among others. The letters or
petitions can be through our emails,

website, by ordinary mail or even in
our facebook page. All letters to our
offices will be responded within three
days after reception. Our people can
also channel their petitions through
their elected leaders especially representatives, the Members of County
Assembly (MCAs).
We invite our people to visit our
offices as individuals or groups every
Tuesday of the week to discuss any
issue or concern, express appreciation
or even raise a grievance. Our Governor has set aside every Tuesday of
the week when he attends to members
of our public. Members of the Execu-

tive Committees attend to our public
everyday of the week.
The County has developed an interactive website www.elgeyomarakwet.
go.ke which is an important Information and Communication Technology
based platforms. We invite members of
the public to visit the site periodically
for access to our information, tenders,
bills, employment opportunities and
results, laws and even linkages to important websites. We also have a facebook page which is updated regularly
and we invite our people to engage
our leadership by liking the page and
engage us.

Civic Education

Our desire is to
have an effective
citizen participation
which represents the
effective demand for
quality service.

We are in the process of developing
ICT centres in all our sub counties,
notice boards, billboards and even
electronic boards as a means of communication and civic education.
Physical participation through protesting, volunteering or even boycotting services or peaceful civic disobedience is other forms of participation
available to our people. However, we
encourage our people to use other
available forms of participation as dictated by our cultures and taboos.
Our desire is to have an effective
participation which represents the
effective demand for development and
quality service. These demand should
be matched through quality service delivery and development herein referred
to as effective quality supply of service.
This implies a paradigm shift in public service where citizens’ power, the
highest form of citizen participation
in decision making process of their
government, determines their collective shared destiny. Through effective
participation, we get feedback on our
development interventions and services and hence challenged to continuously improve the quality of our services.
Our people of Elgeyo Marakwet
County should demand quality service
and value for money for that is their
RIGHT. You should not accept mediocrity, laxity, poor service, misrepresentation, corruption, nepotism, tribalism and other isms that will hinder
our collective resolve for a better and
brighter Elgeyo Marakwet County, the
true and only County of Champions!

Our people of Elgeyo
Marakwet County
should demand quality
service and value for
money for that is their
Right.
TOP: H.E Deputy Governor Gabriel Lagat distributes sanitary pads to pupils
in Kerio Valley. with him are officials from Help a Girl Child Foundation
BOTTOM: At a farm in Kerio Valley inspecting high value crops. PHOTO | GPCU

TOP: H.E Deputy Governor Gabriel Lagat donates a wheel chair
to a disabled resident of Elgeyo Marakwet County PHOTO | GPCU

Shadrack Chelimo takes
over as CEC Finance and
Economic Planning

T

he Governor with approval from the County Assembly
recently appointed Shadrack Chelimo as the man incharge
of the County coffers and economic planning.
Chelimo takes over from Deputy Governor Dr Gabriel Lagat
who was holding the position.
He took oath of office in May in a ceremony presided over by
Iten Resident Magistrate Rose Ndombi.
Speaking during the function Governor Alex Tolgos congratulated Chelimo on his appointment and challenged him to steer
the management of the county funds in accordance with the
aspirations of county residents.
“It is a noble yet challenging task but we believe you are upto
the task and that you will deliver. We wish you God’s wisdom as
you take charge of your docket,” said Tolgos.
Chelimo on his part promised to play his part in the development of the county through equitable distribution of county
financial resources with partnership with fellow CECs.
“Iam coming in when the foundation in my docket had
been laid by the able deputy Governor. Mine will be to further
strengthen the systems put in place,” he said.
Among the milestones the county has made in this front include the preparation of the County Integrated Development Plan
(CIDP) approved by the County Assembly and disseminated to
the public and stakeholders.
County Budget Estimates for public hearings were established
and will continue each financial year.
The County has also automated financial management at the
County Treasury using GPAY and IFMIS as well as developed and
updated a monitoring and evaluation framework.
This docket also facilitated the County Consultative Development Forum comprising CDFs officials, MPs, Senator and Women Representation aimed at ensuring uniform and non duplicated
development in the county.
The County also established the County Budget and Economic
Forum, prepared the Finance Act which was passed by County
Assembly and also developed the County rating bill.
The above measures have ensured that the management of
your taxpayers monies is guarded against pilferage.
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ENSURING A HEALTHY POPULATION

County health sector
on way to recovery as
Iten is uprgraded to
referral hospital
By VINCENT BARTOO

W
We had not
yet been sworn
in but we had
started work.
So when we
visited the
hospital,
patients
were all by
themselves. It
was a shocking
scenario. Apart
from absent
personnel,
there were
no drugs and
other necessary
equipment

-Tolgos

hen
patients
were
brought to Iten District
Hospital in the past, it
was widely believed that they had
already signed their death wishes.
This was because the hospital
had been run down and medical
personnel had fled their work
stations save for a few who could not
do much to save lives at the facility.
Patients would go there alive and
leave in coffins.
Immediately they were elected
into office, governor Alex Tolgos and
his deputy Dr Gabriel Lagat made
an impromptu visit to the hospital
and were shocked to find patients
tending to themselves.
“We had not yet been sworn in
but we had started work. So when
we visited the hospital, patients were
all by themselves. It was a shocking
scenario. Apart from absent
personnel, there were no drugs and
other necessary equipment,” recalls
the governor.
And when they finally settled into
office, Tolgos picked on Stephen
Biwott to head the Health docket
as CEC Incharge. He immediately
rolled up his sleeves to sort out the
mess in the county health sector.
“When I came into office, I
encountered a myriad of challenges
but this did not deter me from the
task ahead. I decided to begin with
Iten to lessen the burden of our
people who had to travel all the
way to Eldoret to seek specialized

treatment,” said Biwott.
First was the need to purchase
urgent but basic medical equipment
and medicine required to ensure
health services were revamped at the
facility.
“We immediately bought 400
blankets, 400 bedsheets and 200
mattresses for the wards which were
in a bad state,” said Biwott.
The CEC added that equipment
worth sh 23 million that included a
generator, washing machine to clean
the beddings, a drier and ironer were
also bought and fixed at the hospital.
“We also bought medicine worth
66 million for the whole county most
of which went to the Iten pharmacy
since it is now our county referral
hospital,” he said.
Biwott said the county also
embarked on the renovation of
two key wards in the hospital and
expanding the theatre so that the
facility could handle cases being
referred to it by county health
centres and dispensaries.
Next was the auditing of health
personnel in the county following
revelations that so many staff earned
their salaries in Elgeyo Marakwet
but were not working in the county.
“True to preliminary findings, we
established that sh 5 million was
being paid monthly to people who
were not serving the county. We
immediately moved to stop this,”
said Biwott.
The CEC said the county instead
diverted the money to recruit 100
health workers who have been

distributed to health facilities in
the all sub counties.
“This was a major recovery
H.E Governor
for us because for many years,
Alex Tolgos
salaries have been paid to people
hands over
who do not render services to us.
medical
Now we can use the money to
equipment
serve our people,” added Biwott.
bought by the
The CEC further said his
County to Iten
County Referral other priority was to ensure that
all health workers who were
Hospital Head
Dr James
devolved to the county received
Akiruga. With
their salaries in time.
him is the CEC
“You remember there was the
Health Stephen fear by the health workers that we
Biwott (centre) would not be able to manage their
PHOTO: GPCU
human resource issues including
salaries. Iam happy to report that
we are among the few counties
that pay our health personnel
their salaries by the 26th of every
month,” said Biwott.
Following this, the CEC added,
health personnel and interns in
the North Rift were now flooding
his office with requests to be
posted in the county.
Upgrading of health centres
spread across the county is also
a top agenda in Biwott’s to do list
and a master plan has been laid
out that first identifies the most
pressing needs of these facilities
with a view to addressing them.

“One of the needs I can
confidently say I have addressed
is the stocking of the facilities
with necessary medicine. I want
to assure our people that all
health centres now have adequate
medicine,” said the CEC.
The county, revealed Biwott,
had also recruited 30 nurses with
more on the way to ensure that
health facilities in the county each
has enough personnel.
Biwott added that the county
had also bought five ambulances
in the 2013/2014 financial year
to be distributed on a need basis
to the first beneficiary health
facilities.“In the coming financial
years, we shall ensure that those
facilities that require ambulances
will have them to ensure that our
county’s healthcare is taken care
of,” he said.
His other immediate plan is
to fix amenities in the health
facilities
including
theatres,
water supply, toilets, septic tanks,
wards, kitchens among others.
The CEC further disclosed
that the county embarked on the
automation of health services
to ensure digital operations in
the health facilities to improve
efficiency.

H.E Governor Alex Tolgos and CEC Health Stephen Biwott hand over a variety of equipments worth over Kshs 37 million bought by the county for the Iten County Referrral Hospital. The
county has also renovated wards and bought drugs at the facility. PHOTOS: GPSU
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Medicare: Equipping of hospitals is county’s top priority
1. H.E Governor Alex Tolgos inspects a
well stocked drugs store at Iten County
Referral Hospital.
2. New matresses at the Iten County
Referral Hospital bought by the County.
3. New beds for Tot sub-county hospital
bought by the County.
4. H.E Governor Alex Tolgos takes time
to visit patients at Kamwosor subcounty hospital.
5. Health CEC Stephen Biwott inspects
newly opened Kaptarakwa sub-county
mortuary.

Health Right International donates medical equipment to county
MOBILIZATION: Assorted maternity equipment valued at US
$ 400,000 in a bid to alleviate maternal and infant mortality
By VINCENT BARTOO

As you
know our
county
was rated
among the
top counties
where
mothers can
deliver safely.
We want to
maintain
this record
and the
equipment
will help us
do that
-Biwott

R

esidents of Marakwet West
sub county benefited from
a donation of assorted
maternity equipment valued at US $
400,000 in a bid to alleviate maternal
and infant mortality in the region.
The equipment which included 10
modern delivery beds, four theatre
beds, ultra sound scanner, lights
table, disposable medical supplies
among other tools were donated by
Health Right International.
The medical supplies would be
distributed to various public health
facilities in the sub county in a move
aimed at easing access of health
service in rural areas.
According
to
organization
project director, Thomas Ouma, the
medical equipment is expected to
alleviate the suffering of more than
100,000 mothers and newborns
in the county and neighbouring
regions.
“A baseline survey conducted in
rural set up indicated that the more
than 70 percent of mothers deliver
at home because of poor maternity
facilities at public health hospitals,”

noted Ouma.
He said that the medical
equipment would encourage many
women to deliver in hospitals thus
ensure there is safe motherhood and
alleviate infant mortality.
Ouma said that Health Right
International was also concerned
with strengthening the capacity
building and equipping health
facilities.
“We
are
also
conducting
community mobilization through
research and sharing services with
professionals and other health
workers,” he said.
Area governor Alex Tolgos
who received the equipment at
Chebiemit sub district hospital
said that his government would
champion for safe motherhood and
reduce infant mortality.
“National statistics conducted by
the ministry of health showed that
our county is rated among the best
places for safe delivery and we are
set improve it further and ensure no
mother dies while giving birth,” said
the governor.
Health CEC Mr Stephen Biwott
said the equipment was a boost to

H.E Governor Alex Tolgos tests one of the medical chairs donated by Health Right
International. PHOTO: GPSU

the county saying it would improve
the county’s capacity to ensure safe
maternal health.
“As you know our county was
rated among the top counties where
mothers can deliver safely. We want
to maintain this record and the
equipment will help us do that,” he
said.

Healthy citizens are the
greatest asset any country
can have.
-Winston Churchill

10

Agriculture

ELGEYO MARAKWET BULLETIN
JULY - OCTOBER 2014 ISSUE

Good news for farmers as County
introduces cash crops subsidies

For every seedling a farmer buys
the County pays for another one
BY LINUS SIELE

T

he county government through
the department of Agriculture,
Livestock & Fisheries has
embarked on a subsidy programme
aimed at reviving cultivation of cash
crops in the county.
The County Executive Incharge of
the Department, Dr Stella Rono, said
farmers were given an opportunity to
register themselves to benefit from the
subsidy.
Under the programme that has
first targeted the tea and pyrethrum
sub sectors, farmers who register
will receive a boost from the county
government.
“When a farmer registers and buys
one tea or pyrethrum seedling, we will
buy one for that farmer. That means
when you buy 1,000 seedlings, the
county will give you 1,000 seedlings
free,” said Dr Rono.
Already, registration of farmers
that began last year is ongoing while
farmers who were among the first to
register have received their seedlings.
“We want to encourage our farmers
to come and benefit from this scheme
because we want to revive the
agriculture sector in our county so that
we can improve the living standards of
our people,” added Dr Rono.
She said her department has also
trained farmers and Trainers of

when you buy 1,000 seedlings,
the county will give you 1,000
seedlings free

Trainers on tea growing and the same
is being replicated to pyrethrum.
“For tea, we have factories ready to
buy our crop including DL Koisagat
factory in Nandi and Sisibo factory
that is under construction. We want
to inform our farmers that the market
is ready waiting for their tea,” said the
CEC.
On pyrethrum, the county has
already distributed 10.5 million
seedlings giving one for every one
bought by farmers.
“Pyrethrum Board of Kenya has
given us 80,000 cloned seedlings
of pyrethrum. We are appealing to

TOP:
Agriculture CEC
Dr Stella Rono
distributes
subsidized tea
seedlings to a
farmer
BOTTOM:
Vaccinating
livestock in
Kerio Valley
against
diseases
PHOTOS: GPSU

farmers with clones to partner with
us to get more seedlings so that we
can spur production of this crop,” said
Dr Rono.
The same strategy will be applied
in horticultural production in
the county where the department
seeks to bolster the production of
horticultural produce in partnership
with
the
Horticultural
Crop
Development Authority (HCDA).
“There is a lot of money in
horticulture both locally and from
the export market and we want our
farmers to benefit from this. We
want to encourage our farmers in
high altitude areas to engage in the
production of temperate fruits like
plums, pears and peaches which are
high value fruits,” said Dr Rono.
The CEC also said the county is
also encouraging the cultivation of
tissue culture bananas that fetches
very good returns in local markets.
“A bunch of green bananas today
goes for sh 800. Assuming that you
had a 100 of them, you would make
a clean Ksh 80,000 in one harvest!”
added Dr Rono.
Still on horticulture, the CEC said
the county has already tendered for
setting up of two model green houses
per ward to teach farmers on green
house technology.
In this era of uncertain weather
conditions, we want our farmers to
embrace green house agriculture
which also has high prospects of
fetching them good money through
sale of produce when demand is high.

The model green houses would be
set up in institutions within the wards
that have constant supply of water
according to government regulations.
On livestock, Dr Rono said the
county moved quickly and completed
vaccination of livestock in the county
against the outbreak of Foot and
Mouth Disease.
“When it spread from Uasin Gishu,
we moved fast and bought enough
vaccines and immediately vaccinated
livestock in all wards and this helped
to curb the spread of the same in our
county,” she added.
The county also bought vaccines
for all other livestock diseases and
have been refrigerated in readiness
for any disease that may occur.
“These are steps we have taken to
ensure that our livestock are healthy
and safe from any disease attack,” she
said.
Improvement of dips by renovation
them and establishing new ones is
part of plans the county has further
rolled out targeting a total of 40 dips
in the county, two per each ward.
Provision of Artificial Insemination
(AI) services across the county
through subsidy is a plan in progress.
“We are purchasing motorbikes,
kits & storage facilities for AI officers
to offer these services. We will also
attach AI staff to all milk cooling
plants in the county to improve
breeds,” said Dr Rono.
The CEC added that the county is
continued NEXT page>> 11
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County partners with Egerton and Icrisat
for growth of traditional high value crops
By LINUS SIELE

F

armers in Kerio Valley region of Elgeyo
Marakwet County have a reason to
smile after the county government
entered into a partnership for the growth of
traditional high value crops.
The county has partnered with Egerton
University and the International Crops
Research Institute for the Semi-Arid Tropics
(ICRISAT) who have developed new seed
varieties for millet, groundnuts, sorghum,
pigeon peas and macadamia.
The seeds mature fast, are drought resistant
and depend on short rains thus making them
suitable to the semi-arid Kerio Valley region.
Egerton and ICRISAT’s Team Leader,
Professor Paul Kimurto said Elgeyo Marakwet
was one of the counties identified for the
growth of the new seeds, developed with
government approval.
“We identified this county for seed
multiplication where farmers will not only
plant inorder to harvest the crops but to also
sell the new seeds to us for further distribution
thus getting double income,” said Kimurto.
He said the crops are high value and fetch
very good prices in the market given that
many people are going back to traditional
crops to curb rising cases of diseases caused
by among others fast foods.
Prof Kimurto added that the project also
targets the improvement of nutrition among

Agriculture CEC Dr Stella Rono distributes High Value Traditional seeds to senior citizens of
Elgeyo Marakwet in Kerio Valley PHOTOS: GPSU

Kerio Valley residents saying consumption of
the crops had health benefits.
“These two are our main goals. That is to
improve household incomes in Kerio Valley
and the nutrition of these people,” he said.
Prof Kimurto further said some of the
crops, like the pigeon peas are environmental
friendly and can be planted along the

escarpments to check soil erosion.
While receiving 1,300 Kilogrammes of the
seeds at the county headquarters in Iten,
Governor Alex Tolgos thanked Egerton and
ICRISAT for choosing Elgeyo Marakwet as
one of the flagship counties for the project.
“Clearly this will go a long way in
supplementing our efforts of ensuring we

Strategies in place to transform
county agriculture sector
continued FROM PREVIOUS page<< 10
also in the process of setting up modern livestock sale
yards/auction in the four sub counties.
“We are further installing new milk coolers
with capacity of 5,000 litres initially starting with
Cheptongei. We have others already existing in
Kaptarakwa,
Kaptalamwa,
Kapteren,
Tenden,
Chebororwo, Chepkorio and Kocholwo which the
county government will support,” she added.
Dr Rono further added that the county had purchased
10 tonnes of assorted High Value Crop seeds that have
been distributed to farming groups.
“These crops are highly nutritious and fetch good
prices. We are going to continue distributing the same
so that more farmers can grow them,” she said.
Since coming into office, the county government
has also organized several field days, exhibitions and
trade fairs in the county to expose farmers to modern
farming methods and technology.
The county has also sponsored over 200 farmers for
exposure tours to other parts of the country to borrow
a leaf on proper agricultural practices. This initiative
has seen the formation of farmer groups including
Kapteren, Chebororwo, Tenden and Kaptalamwa.
The county government has also spearheaded the
construction of two fish ponds per ward and has already
contracted youths from the said wards to construct

them thus creating employment.
“We are buying fish feed processing machines to be
stationed in the sub counties as we seek to encourage our
people do fish farming both for sale and consumption
because it has health benefits,” said Dr Rono.

improve the economic standards of our
people down in the valley and ensuring they
are healthy,” he said.
Tolgos said the county would avail land
where the seeds received would be planted
for onward distribution to farmers in Kerio
Valley.
The governor also said he had invited
Egerton University to have their students
attached in the county to assist in the project
implementation.
Prof Kimurto also said the students would
also assist farmers in others areas including
livestock production.
The County Executive Incharge of
Agriculture Dr Stella Rono asked farmers
in Kerio Valley to take advantage of the
improved seeds.
“They will be benefitting from latest
research because these are the very first seeds
under this project. I also encourage them to
include these foods in their lunch and dinner
tables,” she said.
Dr Rono said the project would be
implemented under a Memorandum of
Understanding between the county, Egerton
and ICRISAT.
“This is not the only project we will
undertake and we are still in discussion to
see areas where the two institutions can assist
us as we develop our agricultural sector,” she
added.

County helps farmers get certified
irish potato seeds from Nanyuki

T

he county government
has facilitated farmers get
certified clean Irish potatoes
seeds for value addition.
The first group of farmers were
assisted by the county purchase
227 bags of seeds worth sh
499,650 from Nanyuki. The county
facilitated the transportation of the
same.
The CEC Agriculture Dr Stella
Rono said the varieties bought were
Kenya Mpya, Tigoni and Asante
that not only does well but matures
within three months.
“These seeds produce an average
of 120 bags per acre. Therefore for
the 227 bags, the seeds are enough
to plant 20 acres which will produce
2,400 bags of potatoes,” she said.
She added the county has started
multiplication of the seeds through
the first group of farmers as it
targets to increase production of
the clean seeds.
“. Once we realize increased
production, we shall embark
on value addition to engage in
ventures such as crisps making
which fetches good money for
farmers,” said Dr Rono.

The CEC said the potatoes will
go a long way in creating income
for the farmers and addressing
food security.
“We encourage our farmers to
undertake farming as a business for
increased production and better
living standards,” said Dr Rono.
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EDUCATION IS KEY TO DEVELOPMENT

Strategies put
in place to
ensure county
remains tops
in education
BY VINCENT BARTOO

E

lgeyo Marakwet has stamped
its authority in national
examinations by emerging
among the top five performing
counties in Kenya.
In the 2013 Kenya Certificate of
Primary Education (KCPE), the
county emerged 2nd position in
the counties category while in the
Kenya Certificate of Secondary
Education (KCSE), the county was
number 3.
It is this performance that the
county seeks to build on through
the various strategies put in place by
the Department of Education and
Technical Training headed by CEC
Morris Rotich.
“We have laid down strategies
we believe will steer this county to
greater heights and build on the
successes we already found when
we took over office,” said Rotich.
The County has appointed a
County Education Board chaired by
the able Professor Margaret Kamar
who is a renown Educationist.
“With her at the helm, I have no
doubt the sky will not be the limit
for us in the pursuit of literacy for

our county as we seek to collectively
uplift the status of education in the
county,” added Rotich.
The County has also taken other
deliberate steps to ensure that it
invests in the education of Elgeyo
Marakwet children right from lower
primary to higher education.
“Among the first steps we
took included the hiring of 371
ECD teachers whom we have
already posted to help us build
the educational foundation of
our children. We will continue
recruiting more until we achieve
the required ratio per pupil,” said
Rotich.
He said his department is also
in the process of implementing the
construction of five ECD centres per
each ward in the county with our
target being the realization of 200
ECD centres in Elgeyo Marakwet by
the year 2017.
“As a policy, the County is also
supporting low cost public primary
schools in a bid to boost their
performance particularly targeting
the vulnerable schools in Kerio
Valley,” said Rotich.
For instance, the County has
partnered with the Kenya Red

CEC Education Morris Rotich shares a light moment with primary school
pupils in the County during an inspection visit. PHOTO: GPSU

H.E Governor Alex Tolgos joins Singore Girls High School students in celebration after they emerged the top
school in the County in the 2013 KCSE exams. PHOTO: GPSU

Cross who have given the county
government 12,000 shoes that will
be distributed to pupils in these
schools to ward off menaces such as
jiggers, thorns and snakes.
Rotich added that the World
Food Programme is also supporting
the County in the school feeding
programme to ensure retention of
pupils in schools to avoid dropouts
due to various factors like poverty.
“We have also partnered with
‘Help A Girl Child Foundation’ to
distribute sanitary pads to our girls
to stop them from missing school
due to their menses. We have done
all these to ensure that our schools
are child friendly,” said the CEC.
Rotich said his department is
further working hard to improve the
status of county public secondary
and high schools through various
interventions to offer quality
education. This will be in line with
our target to increase transition
rates from Class 8 to Form 1 to 95
percent by 2017.
“One way of achieving this is to
expand existing schools instead of
opening new ones so that we can
expand access while at the same
time maintaining quality education
for our children. The County is
further encouraging the setting up
of private high schools to boost this
quest,” he added.
He lauded private investors
who have already ventured into
the education sector including
churches, assuring them of the
county government’s support as
they supplement national and
county government efforts to
expand access to education.
“We however wish to call for
harmony and co-existence in the
running of these schools so that we
can achieve our collective goals of

improving the status of education
in our county,” said Rotich.
In higher learning, the county
has started an ambitious plan to
develop polytechnics, Technical
Training Institutions (TTIs) as well
as build a University in the county.
“We are currently constructing
dormitories
and
expanding
workshops
in
the
existing
polytechnics
having
allocated
Kshs. 15 million the 2013/2014
financial year. In the financial year
2014/2015, we will allocate Kshs.
25 million to complete them. We
want students enrolling to these
polytechnics to be boarders so as to
adequately grasp the skills taught at
these institutions,” said Rotich.
The CEC said the county wants to
make the polytechnics attractive to
students so that some of them who
miss out on colleges and universities
can enroll to acquire skills that are
very key in the realization of Vision
2030.
“We will further put up one
TTI in each sub-county and we
have already identified the areas
where they will be built. These are
Kapkei in Keiyo North sub-county,
Chesewew in Marakwet East,
Kacherop in Marakwet West and
Flax in Keiyo South,” said Rotich.
The CEC also disclosed that the
county had gotten approval from
the Commission for University
Education (CUE) to set up a
University in the county with
support from Moi University and
the University of Eldoret.
Subsequently, Governor Alex
Tolgos made a passionate appeal to
local residents to donate the 1,000
acres as per CUE requirements.
Following this appeal, clans in
Marakwet East constituency came
together a donated a record 3,000

As a policy, the
County is supporting
low cost public
primary schools in a bid
to boost academic
performance
particularly targeting
the vulnerable schools
acres through their area MP Bowen
Kangogo.
“We really want to thank the
residents of Marakwet East for
heeding the Governor’s call for
land. Now our dream of having the
first University in the County is on
the way to becoming a reality,” said
Rotich.
The CEC also said the county
would also invest a lot in quality
assurance to make sure that
education offered in county schools
is upto standards. He called for
cooperation from all stakeholders
to achieve this.
Despite the strides the county
has made in education, there exist
challenges that continue to affect
the performance of pupils and
students and by extension the
schools. These include retrogressive
cultural practices such as FGM,
early marriages, brewing of illicit
alcohol and child labour among
others.
“We must all join hands to
combat them. Through the
Governor’s efforts, we have made
good progress in the eradication
of brewing and consumption of
continued NEXT page>> 13
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County dream to
have university is Extracts of the speech by professor
firmly on course Margaret Kamar on appointment as
county education board chairperson
By GPCU

H.E Governor Alex Tolgos with other guests
unveil trophies for top schools during the
County Education Day. PHOTO: GPSU

We have laid down
strategies we believe will
steer this county to greater
heights and build on the
successes we already found
when we took over office
-Rotich
continued FROM PREVIOUS page<< 12
illicit brews in the county and since he declared
war on these, we are receiving good reports
of parents abandoning the vice to engage in
meaningful development including educating
their children,” added Rotich.
A group of 283 women brewers have
since abandoned their trade and underwent
rehabilitation courtesy of my government
and they are now in the process of setting up
a Kshs. 4.5 million maize milling plant for
income generation. The County agreed to give
them Kshs. 2 million a seed capital for this
investment.
“With this project, they will be able to educate
their children upto University level without the
worry of police staging raids in their homes as
was the case before when they were engaged in
the sale of illicit brew,” said the CEC.
Another challenge facing the county is the
schools that have been built on forest land
without titles. “The Governor is working with
other leaders in the county particularly the MPs
to ensure that these schools have security of
tenure since they are public institutions,” added
Rotich.
Rotich further paid tribute to the county’s
partners who continue supporting our
education sector. “They are drawn from the
private sector as well as the public sector and we
want to thank them most sincerely,” he added.
The CEC appealed to pupils and students in
the county to work hard in school and play their
part to improve further the performance of the
county in national examinations.
“The Governor is very passionate about
improvement of education standards in the
county and this was clearly demonstrated
when he personally sponsored the 2014 Form
Four mock examinations and the standard
six examinations as a way of encouraging our
children,” said Rotich..
The CEC asked all education stakeholders to
work hard to surpass last year’s performance
and prove to all that Elgeyo Marakwet is indeed
the County of Champions!

E

lgeyo Marakwet is on its way to becoming
an academic hub after clans in Marakwet
East residents donated more than 3,000
acres to the local county government for an
establishment of a university.
This followed an appeal by Governor Alex
Tolgos to residents in the County to donate
atleast 1,000 acres to facilitate the establishment
of the University as per requirements of the
Commission for University Education (CUE).
During celebrations to mark this year’s
Madaraka Day on June 1st, Tolgos said CUE
had given his government the green light to
establish the university since it was among
counties in the country that had none.
“Iam now happy the dream to have a
University in the County is on the way to
becoming a reality. I wish to thank the people of
Marakwet East for this generous support,” said
Tolgos.
Local residents remain optimistic that with
the coming of the university in the region,
their animosity for meager resources between
the two communities would be a thing of the
past since the economic fortunes of the region
would be turned around.
Beatrice Rotich, a resident of Mokoro
location in Marakwet East, observes that the
location of the university was paramount to the
fragile peace and security in the region because
it would bring the communities together.
“Ignorance and inadequate resources drove
us to fight one another but the university would
widen our knowledge in terms of education and
job opportunities,” said Ms Rotich.
She said that it was after a series of meetings
with various clans that they decided to donate
the land to set up an education facility to benefit
all the communities living in the county and
beyond.
Edward Kisang, area chief, said the education
institution would ensure peace prevails and
enhances rapid development in the region that
had been neglected by investors.
“Our job as law enforcers would be cut out
since whenever there is social integration
between different communities, hostility
among them would be reduced,” he said.
The administrator said education would also
give the residents a platform to widen their
knowledge and avoid thinking livestock keeping
was the only source of livelihood.
Area MP David Kangogo Bowen lauded the
move by the residents to donate the land to the
county government.
“We seized the opportunity after the county
government announced that it was looking for
land to establish a university,” said the legislator.
Bowen said peace and security would be
maintained in the region because through
Constituency Development Fund (CDF) he has
constructed five police posts and stations for
security officers.
“The government has issued equipment to
the security forces here and on our part we
want to ensure there is better housing for the
officers,” he said.

“May I appreciate the great surprise I
received from H.E the Governor when
he called to inform me of the unanimous
decision that I come back home to chair the
County Education Board. For a moment I
wasn’t sure how to react but in the words of
a friend I realized it was payback time.
My education life started in Elgeyo
Marakwet where I was born and did my
nursery, primary and secondary education.
It is therefore only right that I should come
back home to pay in kind to the community
in a small way.
I would like to challenge other
professionals to do the same because the
community needs each and every one of
us at our individual professional levels,
particularly now in the devolved system of
governance.
May I thank the Governor for being proactive in welcoming professionals to come
and take part in the development of their
County.
As an Education Board, we appreciate the
kind of reforms and streamlining you are
steering to ensure education is accessible
and affordable to all for it is only then that
we can truly realize our national education
goals.
We are committed to undertake
our functions as per the education Act
2013(18) and at the County level, we shall
in particular oversee, in consultation with
the County Government, the operations
and management of youths polytechnics,
pre-primary education and all education
programs in the County.
It is worth noting that currently, we have
558 ECDE institutions, 410 primary schools,
102 secondary schools, 8 Youth Polytechnics
and only one Tertiary Institution.
At the secondary level, it is a bit

surprising we have enrolled a significantly
higher number of girls compared to boys.
Does that mean we have fewer boys or
boy schools? Is it possible most boys go
to secondary schools outside the County?
In addition, the top three schools in the
county are girls’ schools. What does that say
about the education of the boy child in our
County? These are some of the questions
and issues we shall be addressing as a board.
The challenges are many, however
including and not limited to inadequate/
inappropriate facilities and equipment
in Special Needs Education institutions;
Inadequate teaching staff at all levels; In
adequate professional staff (Education
Officers and QASOs); Limited facilities and
equipments especially for DEOs; Occasional
landslides in the escarpment that affect
schools and retrogressive cultural practices
like FGM that lead to school drop outs.
Despite the challenges, the county is
doing relatively well due to collaboration
with various stakeholders and especially the
county government. My board is already
planning to put in place measures that will
mitigate the foresaid challenges.
Finally, may I congratulate all our primary
and secondary schools for putting us in
the map of Kenya once again in the 2013
national examinations. By maintaining the
2nd and 3rd positions respectively is a clear
show of consistency. I thank our teachers for
their great commitment and our students
for remaining steadfast and focused. The
next challenge will be to see how to ascend
to the top.
I want to assure our teachers and students
that as a Board, we shall be ready to work
with you, to do everything possible to make
our County, the County of Champions in
Education”.

Professor Margaret Kamar is handed a portrait after she was appointed the County
education board chairperson.PHOTO:GPSU
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Word from the Editor

W

elcome to the inaugural
Elgeyo Marakwet Bulletin, a publication of the County
Government which is geared to
informing you the electorate of the
development agenda of our beloved County.
This is our first issue that captures the development milestones
and challenges of the last one year
that the county government has
been in office after the March 4,
EDITOR: Vincent Bartoo
2013 General Elections.
The Constitution of Kenya 2010,
which we keep referring to as the new constitution, clearly gives
you the public more rights in terms of your involvement in governance issues.
You are no longer a spectator in how the national and county
government conducts the affairs of the nation and counties. You
are a key stakeholder.
It is in the Spirit of our Constitution that our Governor His
Excellency Alex Tolgos tasked me with the duty to package this
newspaper in a bid to ensure that his government remains accountable to you the electorate.
I wish to thank the Governor, his Executive team and County
Staff whom we worked with in compiling this newspaper.
The Elgeyo Marakwet Bulletin will be a periodical newspaper
that will keep you abreast with the happenings at the county government, mainly how your taxpayers’ money is being utilized.
The good news is that you do not have to buy this newspaper
which will be distributed to you free of charge because of your
constitutional right to know.
We will distribute the newspaper in all wards in the county
to ensure that as many of you as possible receive a copy of this
bulletin.
As the Editor of this newspaper, I also wish to invite all county
residents, leaders and stakeholders alike to utilize this newspaper
for information sharing and dissemination.
We have the commentary and letters to the editor columns
where we invite articles on any subject that will contribute to the
growth of our county.
Because of space and legal considerations, the editor will
reserve the right to edit the articles in conformity to these. Please
feel free to contact us through our contacts below. Your feedback
is highly valued.
We also welcome advertisers to take advantage of our very fair
rates and our wide reach in Elgeyo Marakwet to communicate to
their existing and potential clients in the county. You can be sure
your messages will get to the remotest part of the county through
our free distribution of this bulletin.
God bless us all. God bless our County.

A Publication of County Government of
Elgeyo Marakwet
ALEX TOLGOS : Governor
Dr GABRIEL LAGAT: Deputy Governor
DANIEL KIPTUM: Chief of Staff
VINCENT BARTOO: Director Public Communications
LINUS SIELE: Graphics Design
County Headquarters, Iten
P.O Box 220-30700

Chief of staff: The vision
to transform our county
is great & attainable

W

hen the people of Elgeyo
Marakwet gave H.E
Governor Alex Tolgos
the mandate to lead the county as
first governor, it was a humbling
show of confidence in him.
The voters made history by
electing Kenya’s youngest governor
and this showed that in Elgeyo
Marakwet, things are done
differently and in a unique way.
When we settled into office, H.E
the governor gave me the onerous
duty to be his Chief of Staff and I
must thank him most sincerely.
Our Governor is one leader I
respect owing to his believe in the
transformation of our County to
be among the best counties in the
county. His vision is great and this
he has shared with all of us.
I wish to assure the people of
Elgeyo Marakwet that we have the
requisite and capable manpower
under the Governor to steer this
vision to fruition and for the
betterment of our people.
Creating and maintaining cordial
relationships with all stakeholders
in the county is what each one of us
at the county government is striving
hard to achieve.
The Office of the Governor takes
this seriously and that is why we
came up with the County Slogan,
Kibagenge Ko Kimnon which aptly

means Unity is Strength.
We have worked very hard to
reach out to all sons and daughters
of this wonderful land and beyond
to bring our heads together to build
Elgeyo Marakwet.
We have also struck relationships
with our friends including
neighbouring counties to see
how we can partner to hasten the
development of our region.
This, we must do inorder that we
build synergies and partnerships
that will in the end realize the
aspiration of our county in becoming
a Champion in many fronts.
Apart from the staff that work
under the county government, our
Governor has deliberately sought
out individuals from the county to
be our ambassadors especially in
the diaspora.
These are sons and daughters
of the county who have agreed to
work with us on voluntary basis to
link us with development partners
overseas.
Already this has began reaping
fruits owing to several investors
who have shown willingness to
partner with us in various economic
investments.
We appeal to all Kenyans who
call Elgeyo Marakwet County home,
to look within and find out how
they can give back to land of their

CHIEF OF STAFF: Daniel Kiptum

fathers and mothers. We all have an
obligation.
Let me use this opportunity
to reiterate that the Office of the
Governor is not a closed shop and
we are open to ideas, opinions and
criticisms because we know we can
never be an island of solutions to
the problems our county faces.
That is why the Governor has
set aside every Tuesdays to meet
with residents of the county who
he aptly calls his employers. Other
offices are always open as well and
we encourage our people to make
use of these avenues to help us serve
them better.
In addition, we have our
communication platforms that
we have established to be a link
between us and those who cannot
reach us physically. They include
this newspaper, our websites and
social media accounts.
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Editorial & Opinion
The editor welcomes commentaries and letters to the editor on topical issues touching on the
county. They may be editted for space, clarity and legal considerations.
Send via email to emcbulletin@elgeyomarakwet.go.ke

Avoiding false starts on laying the county foundation
“The beginning is the most important part
of the work” - Plato
The new constitution radically altered
our structure of governance, exemplifying
the values of sharing and devolution of
power. Government institutions, faced with
a daunting array of internal and external
pressures, must transform to meet the
demands of the future. The quality of life is
the most important outcome of our work. A
foundation is a substance on which you build
a structure. The foundation actually supports
the building.
Infact, each part of the building depends
on the foundation. If it has good, deep, sure
foundations, the building will stand no
matter what comes against it. If not, when
trouble occurs the building will fall.To forge
a bright future, unity, efficiency, governance,
equity, public policy and equality must be the
cornerstones for the county to start on a right
footing.
As a county, Elgeyo Marakwet County is
endowed with scenic mountains and rich
culture for the surrounding communities. To
start with, these pioneer leaders must learn
about their county, ignorance of what the
county has, may eventually affect its overall
performance. They must make plans and
know the rules in order to avoid the blunders
associated with starting badly.
Firstly, In order to flourish, the county
should provide research and training for its
employees in order to make equipped for

public service. There should be employee
improvement teams and the necessary
resources provided for them to work in a
good environment.
The county must not just open the door to
the world, it boasts of world class runners and
visitors who come and train in the area. There
must be an open invitation for networking
in order to bolster the policies. The county
should be open to the world so as to attract
investors in health, education, professional
services, retailing, hospitality and leisure.
There should be a willingness to work with
others, communicate and explore new
avenues.
Secondly, for the county to be habitable
there should be affordable cost of living.
Work must be put in and work ethics instilled
in the communities in the county so that it
maximizes on the potential inherent in its
people. They must ensure that the county is
owned and recognized by the community in
order to remain afloat.
Thirdly, the County government needs to
play a systematic or strategic role in economic
growth and development. The County
government should modernize its operations,
remaking its culture, and transitioning toward
a more professional way of doing business.
The time is right to craft an active role for the
County in supporting economic growth.
The role the county plays requires careful
definition and has to be defined as part of
a larger economic growth agenda.Several
well-regarded plans for the county need to

be developed. The county’s performance will
be reflected by the need to understand the
dynamics of the changing global economy and
to develop the mutually reinforcing actions
needed to increase productivity.
For the County’s economic growth agenda,
the following four aspects of the new global
economy are of particular importance.This
shift to a knowledge-based economy places
a premium on innovation. The pace of
innovation and adaptation is accelerating, and
firms and industries now emerge, develop,
and redefine themselves to meet changing
market conditions much faster than they did
in the past.Deliberate, systematic, continuous
innovation, in products, processes, and
business models, is now the key to economic
growth.
Elgeyo Marakwet County has enormous
assets in people, businesses, educational
and research institutions, infrastructure,
and location. These should be the focus of
its attention and investments in promoting
economic growth.The main engine of
economic growth, however, is the birth of
new companies and making the county an
easy place to do business. Building an open,
efficient, and entrepreneurial government will
make the County more attractive to investors.
They must ensure that the county is
cognizant of the following 3 Ds;
1. Know the DIRECTION- before they
set off they must know where they are
heading in terms of strategic plans and

delivery of services.
Understand the DESTINATION-the
county government should be aware
of where they are taking the people in
the county.
3. The leaders must have the DESIRE –
they must have the drive to take the
county forward.
In conclusion, all counties must know there
is no shortcut to anywhere worth going. There
is no substitute for doing the work. Getting
where you want to go in life is not about
finding a shortcut; it’s about putting in the
required time and effort. By all means, they
should find ways to be more efficient because
it takes diligent effort to build something
worthwhile.
There are certainly some success stories out
there about institutions that excelled rather
quickly, but you will usually find they had put
in years of related work long before anyone
was paying attention to their seemingly rapid
success. In other words, their current state of
achievement is simply all those years of work
coming together flawlessly in the present.The
key to any long-term success is to take the
necessary steps to steadily progress rather
than skip any of them.
“Learn from the mistakes of others, you
can’t live long enough to make them all
yourself ”.Anna Eleanor Roosevelt
2.

Philip Chebunet is the Chair of Department
of Communication Studies, University of
Eldoret

Follow on us on Twitter

Your social media responses
County Government of Elgeyo Marakwet

Isak Yego With equitable distribution of county development we shall be a
prosperous county,otherwise under Hon.G. Eng.ATT anaweza
Abraham Sank What are you doing about the water project that stall 2yrs ago
at Senetwo, Flax area? Electrity had been suppied to pump hse, tanks have
been constructed and pipes have also been layied.
Leonard K Bore Bore Sir good work ,consider kaptarakwa sub district hospital!
Diplorable state
Peter Atsiaya Good work governor, no more traveling long distance to MTRH.
Wilson Kimaiyo Kisang Good make sure you deliver many beds to Mogil Hospital and the motto continues
Arap K Chebotibin Can somebody tell me how far south does the county go!, I
see the governor is always in iten and the north of it. Does that mean the south
was fully developed

@ElgeyoMarakwetC

Reach us through our social
media platforms

David Karani Kibiru @DavKaraniKibiru
RT @GabrielMajivu: @GovernorTolgos As you embark on the
task ahead of you: think marathon, not sprint. #mySpecialAdvice @ElgeyoMarakwetC
ElgeyoMarakwet Info @Elgeyo_
Marakwet
Samich Resort at Kerio Escarpment.. Awesome! #ElgeyoMarakwet
cc @ElgeyoMarakwetC @Baringo411 @LeKahuna_

ElgeyoMarakwet Info @Elgeyo_
Marakwet
@HillaryBarsulai Wanakaunti
hawataki kusikia kelele za siasa..
bali..kelele za mashini zikijenga
barabara cc @ElgeyoMarakwetC @
kipmurkomen

Tim Toro @Bungei
@kipmurkomen @Governor_Tolgos
@ElgeyoMarakwetC @Elgeyo_Marakwet KIU company there’s more 2
rd construction thn pouring soil yr in
yr out
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Count on us for we are upto
task, Speaker Kochei assures
on the Assembly mandate
one year
down
the line,
we are
happy to
report that
we have
built our
capacity
-Kochei

continued FROM page 1 <<
of the County in the right
direction and ensure that we are
responsive to the needs of our
people,” he added.
Kochei said that when they got
into office, their major concern
was the lack of capacity in the
House to discharge their mandate
effectively.
“But we went out of our way
and one year down the line,
we are happy to report that we
have built our capacity with
help from national government
bodies such as the constitutional
commissions,” said the Speaker.
He cited some of the
bodies as the Commission for
the Implementation of the
Constitution (CIC), Commission
for Revenue Allocation (CRA)
and the Gender and Equality
Commission among others.
Kochei said through capacity

building, the house has been able to
come up with motions and bills that
have been passed into law while some
are still under consideration.
“This is to say honourable members
are now more able to conceptualize
issues such as the budgeting process in
a more robust way and I must thank all
our partners for helping us build their
capacity,” he added.
On oversight, the Speaker said the
house would continue discharging its
duty efficiently and impartially adding
that the assembly has the requisite
capacity to interrogate audit reports.
The Speaker cited the bills
passed as including the Finance
Act, Supplementary Appropriation
Act, Revolving Fund Act, Public
Participation Act, Flag, Emblems and
Names Act, Alcoholics Drinks Control
Act and the Ward offices Act.
He added that policies passed by the
assembly are the Bursary and Trade
policies that are now in operation.
Pending bills, the Speaker added,

TOP: H.E Governor Alex Tolgos (Right) is escorted to the Assembly by Speaker Hon Albert
Kochei, Deputy Speaker Hon Paul Suter and Clerk Jane Kiptum to deliver the state of the
county address. BOTTOM: County Assembly in session.

are the Trade bill, Rating bill, Disaster
Management
bill,
Management
of Waste Disposal Bill, Transport
bill, Potato Packaging Bill, Ward
Equalization bill, Paragliding bill and a
Policy on Culture.
“We have prioritized these and
honourable members will dispense
with them in the shortest time possible,”
said Kochei.
The Speaker noted that the county
had many God given resources that
need to be managed under legislation
adding that there were also societal
problems that the assembly will help
address through passage of necessary
laws.
“Our county is blessed to be a haven
for tourists like the athletes, coaches,
cyclists and paragliders but we do not
benefit much because systems are not
in place to reap from these. Equally, we
have our own problems which we can
address through passage of deterrent
laws,” he said.
He particularly cited the retaliatory
attacks that usually occur in Marakwet
whenever an ill is committed on a
member of a clan.
“When one person is wronged,
that person’s clan then retaliates and
punishes the clan of the offender. It
is not only fair but against the law.
We do not want these retrogressive
norms to continue in our county. We
want progressive societal norms,” said
Kochei.
The Speaker further said the
assembly was also working to ensure
that county farmers get value for their
produce saying for many years, they
have been exploited by middlemen.
“We are starting with potatoes and
soon we shall enact a bill requiring that
those coming to buy our potatoes buy
it in a 90 Kg sack for the market price.
This way our farmers will recoup their
production costs and earn a profit,” he
said.
Kochei further said the county’s
generation sanitation needed a rethink
owing to lack of a single sewerage
system that has prompted the use of pit
latrines which are not hygienic.
“The most affected are our schools
and ECD centres where even the
young ones use pit latrines which are
dangerous. Besides, poor supply of
water has made the situation worse and
people cannot wash their hands as soon
as they visit these toilets,” he added.
The Speaker said the Assembly will
as a matter of urgency work with the
Executive to ensure that sewerage
systems are established in the county
instead of the many pit latrines dotting
the county.
“In the 2014/2015 financial year, we
have increased the budget for health
and we expect that the department will

County Assembly Speaker Hon Albert Kochei.

PHOTO COURTESY/ GPSU

prioritize sanitation of the county as a whole,” he added.
Kochei also said the Transport Bill will take care
of the need to ensure safety on roads in the county
citing the need to erect road signs, erect bumps where
necessary and clearing of bushes along the highway.
“For instance, motorists drive into Iten town from
Eldoret at very high speeds and this is tragedy in the
waiting. We need a road sign limiting the speed to
50 Kph to avoid the dangers posed by the speeding
vehicles,” he said.
Another agenda key on the Speaker’s mind is the
need to cater for persons with disability in the county
saying he has engaged honourable members in the
house to ensure that the interests of this category of
people are addressed.
“I was touched when I met a deaf man in Metkei
who has to hire a sign language interpreter whenever
he attends meetings. I learnt that he pays upto sh 1,000.
This touched my heart and I said we must no longer
neglect these brothers and sisters,” he said.
Kochei said that the Assembly had hired requisite
staff who are competent enough to help honourable
members discharge their duties.
He said the Assembly has nine select committees
and 11 sectoral committees to handle the House
business. These committees are drawn from the 30
MCA’s in the House comprising 20 elected members
and 10 nominated.
As the County gets down to serious business of
rolling out development having laid down the necessary
structures, Speaker Kochei assures Elgeyo Marakwet
residents that the assembly is upto task and will deliver
on its mandate.

OUTREACH: The Assembly has been reaching out to the
electorate educating them on the roles of the House.
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Word from the Clerk Elgeyo Marakwet County Assembly

lgeyo Marakwet County Assembly is
striving to enhance honourable members achieve their core constitutional
mandate which is Oversight, Representation
and Legislative.
The Assembly has a fully operational County Assembly Service Board chaired by the
Hon Speaker Albert Kochei and the Clerk as
the Secretary to the Board.
The Assembly has fully operational offices
as follows:
1. Office of the Clerk
2. Office of the deputy Clerk
3. Human Resource
4. Legal & Research
5. 5.Finance
6. Procurement
7. Sergeant at Arms
8. ICT
The Assembly has 43 staff employed by the
County Assembly Service Board, who are
highly professional. The Assembly has been
conducting several trainings and workshops
for the staff in its efforts to build staff capacity.
The County Assembly Service Board is in
the process of developing:

1.
2.
3.

The Assembly Strategic plan
Committee Manual
Domestication of Standing Orders

In terms of infrastructure, the County Assembly is currently engaged in;
• Refurbishment of the County Assembly Chambers aimed at modernizing
the chambers and equipping it with
modern IT equipments and provide
for access of chambers by people with
disability.
• Construction of cafeteria which is
aimed at providing catering services at
the assembly.
• Construction of perimeter wall and
modern gate and guard house.
In terms of House Business, the assembly
has achieved quite a lot and several bills and
policies have been passed in the House and
they include:
1. The Finance Act No. 1 of 2013
2. The Elgeyo Marakwet County Supplementary Appropriation Act No.2 of
2014
3. The Elgeyo Marakwet County Assembly Revolving Fund Act No.3 of 2014

4.
5.
6.
7.

The Elgeyo Marakwet County Public
Participation Act No.4 of 2014
The Elgeyo Marakwet County Flag,
Emblems and Names Act No.5 of 2014
The Elgeyo Marakwet County Alcoholics Drinks Control Act No.6 of 2014
The Elgeyo Marakwet County Ward
Offices Act No.7 of 2014

The policies passed by the Assembly are:
a) The Bursary Policy
b) The Trade Policy
The House has several bills and policies
which have been to committees for consideration and these include:
• Elgeyo Marakwet County Trade Bill
• Elgeyo Marakwet County Rating Bill
• Elgeyo Marakwet County Disaster
Management Bill
• Elgeyo Marakwet Management of
Waste Disposal Bill
• Elgeyo Marakwet Transport Bill
• Policy on Culture
Besides the above, the Assembly has been
able to pass several resolutions through motions, on issues that affect the electorate with-

County Assembly Clerk Jane Kiptum - Mutai

in Elgeyo Marakwet County.
The Clerk assures the public that the assembly is moving towards the right direction
in ensuring that it fulfills its mandate as enshrined in the Laws of Kenya, and in particular I interrogate and ensure schedule for the
constitution is fully realised in the county.

Hon Paul Suter - Deputy Speaker
Sambirir Ward

Hon Wilson Boit- Majority Leader
Kabiemit Ward

Hon Benson Kiptire
MinorityLeader / Kapyego Ward

Hon David Kipketer- Deputy
Hon Esther Kemboi -Deputy Minority Hon Philemon Koech -Majority Chief
Majority lEADER / Sengwer Ward Leader Nominated- Women
Whip Cherangany / Chebororwa

Hon Simion Chebii -Minority
Chief Whip Embobut / Embolot

Hon Vincent Keitany
Tambach Ward

Hon William Chesigany
Moiben / Kuserwo Ward

Hon David Yego
Kapsowar Ward

Hon Tecla Jerotich
Chepkorio Ward

Hon Festus Kirop
Endo Ward

Hon Gilbert Kaptugen
Soy South Ward

Hon Rose Cherop
Kapchemutwa Ward

Hon Vincent Kipchumba
Soy North Ward

Hon Christopher Kibor
Arror Ward

Hon Christpher Cheboiboch
Emsoo Ward

Hon Kenneth Lagat
Kamariny Ward

Hon Charles Chemase
Lelan Ward

Hon Daniel Chirchir
Metkei Ward

Hon Thomas Kigen
Kaptarakwa Ward

Hon Rael Limo
Nominated - Women

Hon Faith Chepkairor
Nominated- Women

Hon Salina Cherop
Nominated- Women

Hon Emmanuel Cheruiyot
Nominated- PWD

Hon Emmy Koech
Nominated- Youth

Hon Titus Kabuswo
Nominated - Youth

Hon Eunice Chebii
Nominated- Women

Hon Caroline Kangogo
Nominated- PWD

Hon Neddy Kiptoo
Nominated- Women
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Despite the hurdles, we had a smooth
transition - County Secretary

he task of setting
up the first Elgeyo
Marakwet County
Government is credited to
cooperation of various departments both at national
COUNTY SECRETARY:
and
county level.
John Ondego
County Secretary, Mr John
Ondego, said teams from the
departments started off by synchronizing workers from the defunct local authorities, new county staff and national
government to put together a unified
County Government.
He said blending employees from
these three cadres of staff was a major
challenge for his team saying the exercise was marked with uncertainty by existing workers over loss of jobs. However
this was not the case.
“Our mandate was purely to coordinate departmental affairs and to bring
on board staff that shared a common
goal. The formation of the County Public
Service Board also came in handy for the
facilitation of hiring new staff,” he said.
Ondego was among transitional
staff picked to help build the county
structures after the March 4 General
Elections that ushered in county governments. He was appointed Interim County Secretary having been seconded from
Kapsowar where he served as Marakwet

West District Commissioner.
In April, Ondego was confirmed to
the position following recommendation
from the (CPSB) that considered his
chequered career as a civil servant particularly his devotion in serving Marakwet residents as DC.
He reiterated that when the county
government assumed office, it lacked
enough facilities such as offices to house
the Governor and his staff.
“One of major tasks was to find space
for the county staff including the Governor and his Executive. But we appreciate
the support given to us by the Ministry
of Interior and natural coordination for
coordination and Ministry of Planning
that offered the current offices that
house the Governor and the Executive,”
he added.
He further said the county government initiated the construction of extra
offices in a building that is going through
final touches and which has already accommodated staff including the County
Treasury and Procurement.
Next was the designing of the County’s Flag, Public seal and Coat of Arms
which was achieved in the first weeks of
the county’s existence.
“We now have a flag, public seal and
Coat of Arms that distinctly identifies us
as a county,” said Ondego.

On the mobility of county staff to
serve the Elgeyo Marakwet residents, the
County Secretary said the county purchased vehicles on a need basis and also
based on the topography of the county.
Ondego said his office has worked
closely with the Executive and the Assembly in rolling out various legislative
frameworks that have guided development in the county this far.
“Despite the strides, the period gone
has not passed without challenges but
we are very optimistic that the foundation we have laid will facilitate the
development of this county to alleviate
the challenges still faced by our people,”
he added.
To realize the fruits of devolution,
Ondego said the County is committed
to offer quality public service and to
uphold its dignity.
“The County in realizing its mandate
has managed to establish its key administrative units and deployed officers
of various capacities at different levels.
Staff have been sensitised on structures
of devolved government,” he added.
Ondego added that the county had
also put emphasis on training and capacity building of its entire staff.
“The County’s other achievement was
the development of the County Integrated Development Plan (CIDP) which is

our development roadmap for the next
five years,” he said.
The County Secretary said the CIDP
developed through public participation
would ensure that development in the
county captures aspirations and wishes
of the people in accordance to the spirit
and the letter of County Government
act 2012. “We have strived to ensure
that we enlist wananchi in all the county
development plans including our budget
because we know that the wearer of the
shoe knows where it pinches most,” said
Ondego.
While echoing the adage unity is
strength, the County Secretary called for
continued support from all stakeholders
in the county to ensure unified development and for greater achievement being
the County of Champions.
In efforts to remain accountable and
transparent, Ondego also said the county
had prioritized the operalisation of various communication channels including
the county website, social media and the
county newspaper and a planned radio
station to communicate to the public.
“I call upon wananchi to make use of
our various communication channels to
engage us,” he said.

Know your sub-county administrators and their roles

W

hen the devolved system of
government under counties
was implemented following
the March 4, 2013 General Elections, the
governance of the country changed for the
better.
Devolution introduced a new way of
conducting government business, with
governors assuming the responsibilities of
head of counties just like the President is
head of the country.
Governors were allocated staff that would
assist them run the county governments and
these include sub-county administrators
whose roles are equated to the President’s
District Commissioners who are nowadays
called deputy county commissioners.
It is worth noting that the Governor’s sub
county administrators are not rivals with
deputy county commissioners and in Elgeyo
Marakwet County, the Office of the Governor
has ensured that there is a cordial and unified
working relationship between the national
and county government staff.
The former Districts were also renamed
sub-counties and in Elgeyo Marakwet the sub
counties are the former districts of Marakwet
East, Keiyo South, Marakwet West and Keiyo
North.
When the Elgeyo Marakwet County
Government was established, the County
Public Service Board advertised the posts
for the sub-county administrators and

Wilfred Chepkole- Marakwet West

Meshack Bowen- Keiyo South

Christine Ngeno- Keiyo North

Philemon Cherop- Marakwet East

competitively recruited four persons to
these positions.
They are Wilfred Chepkole for
Marakwet West, Philemon Cherop for
Marakwet East, Christine Ngeno for
Keiyo North and Meshack Bowen for
Keiyo South.
The sub-county administrators report
to the office of the governor through
the County Secretary and their roles
are coordination, management and
supervision of the general administrative
functions in the sub-county unit
including the development of policies.
They are also responsible for service
delivery and supervision in the sub
counties,
developmental
activities
to empower the community and the
provision of infrastructure and facilities
of public service.
The administrators are also charged
with the duty to facilitate and coordinate
citizens’ participation in the development
of policies, plans and delivery of services.
Wananchi are therefore advised to
engage the sub-county administrators
who are the Governor’s representatives
on the ground and seek their assistance
when there is need.
Offices
of
the
sub-county
administrators will be built this financial
year.
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Kangogo Bowen
MP Marakwet East
He also moved a motion in Parliament seeking to compel Kenya
Power to compensate people who
incurred losses as a result of power
outages.

H

e is a first time MP having won the seat in the
2013 General Elections.

Before joining politics, Bowen
worked at the Office of the President at Harambee House. He is
also an accomplished businessman.
In Parliament, Bowen hit headlines when he launched an effort
at the floor of the House to end
Kenya Power monopoly in Kenya.

“There is pressing need to compel Kenya Power to compensate
Kenyans who encounter fires and
loss of property as a result of outages and surges,” he said then.

H

e is serving his first
term as MP having
been elected in the 2013
General Elections. He however
had made his first try in 2007 but
lost to the then incumbent Lucas
Chepkitony.
Before plunging into politics,
Dr Murgor was in private practice
as a Consultant Physician and Director at the Cherangany Nursing
Home in Trans Nzoia.

Fellow MPs unanimously supported the motion saying the Government should liberalise power
distribution to break the monopoly of Kenya Power and encourage
efficiency thus reducing cost of
power in the near future.

Mathematics and Statistics and a
Diploma in Marketing from the
Kenya Institute of Management.
He went to high school in St Patricks High School and Kapkitony
Primary School.
Before becoming MP, Kiptanui served as an advertising sales
executive for both Nation Media
Group and Kass International.

e is serving his second
term in office having
been elected first to Parliament in 2007 and was re-elected
in 2013.

The Parliament website quotes
his hobbies as visiting new places
and discovering new technology,
preaching, playing chess and table
tennis.

During his first term, Kiptanui
was appointed an assistant minister for Environment and Mineral
Resources.

His areas of interest are environmental issues like climate change
and new farming technologies and
motivational speaking.

He is a holder of an MBA from
the University of Nairobi together with a Bachelor of Science in

His rallying call is: “Together
let’s build our country and live in
peace and unity”.

He also worked in the Ministry
of Health as a Principal Medical
Officer /Head Mt Elgon and also
as Provincial Physician in Western
Province. The MP also served at
the Kenyatta National Hospital as
a Medical Registrar and in Machakos and Kitui hospitals as Medical
Officer.
Dr Murgor holds a Master of
Medicine in Internal Medicine
(M.Med/Internal Medicine) in
addition to a Bachelor of Medicine
& Bachelor of Surgery (MbChB).
He also attended Strathmore
College, and Kenyatta College
Secondary and Tambach primary
school.
His areas of interest are health
and agriculture while his hobbies
include farming and travelling.

Bowen took the matter to Parliament after power consumers in
Sambalat, Sangach and Tot trading
centres in Marakwet East constituency claimed they go for months
without electricity yet they are
billed for standing charges.

Jackson Kiptanui
MP Keiyo South

H

Dr James Murgor
MP Keiyo North

William Kisang
MP Marakwet West

H

e is serving his first
term in office after a
successful second attempt at capturing the seat. Kisang
first vied for the seat in 2007 but
failed.
Kisang is an astute businessman
and holds a Bachelor of Science
degree in Statistics and Computer
Science from Kenyatta University, a Postgraduate diploma in
Computer Science and a Master
in Business Administration from
Nairobi University.
He has worked as an accountant at Nairobi City Council and a
Chief System analyst at the National Cereals and Produce Board.
Kisang is a senior business analyst, developer and support in Informix, UNIX, CASE Tools, 4GL

and Windows. He has developed
and supported these software
systems in various sites with over
10 years experience with Informix
and CASE Tools and applications.
Kisang has also served as Business Director with FourTell eAfrica Ltd since 1994 and is incharge
of all the business operations
within the company.
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Roads department rolls up sleeves to have

By LINUS SIELE

I

n line with the National Government’s vision 2030 blueprint of
infrastructure development, the
County Government department of
Roads, Public works and transport
has embarked on initiative to achieve
the same in tandem with the set
goals.
According to the CEC for Roads,
Public works and Transport Eng. Simion Kiplagat, the department came
up with mechanisms to ensure the
County’s infrastructures are brought
up to the required standards.
With these he has commissioned
various projects under civil works,
building works and transport.

“The Department embarked on
the journey to achieving a sustainable and efficient road network. In
each ward over 20Km has been graded and about 85% has been completed and this programme is still going
on until all the road network in the
entire county is done to satisfaction,”
said Kiplagat.
The department through the local
leaders led by the MCAs and the
community at large spear headed
the improvement of road network
through labour based works and this
turned to creation of employment in
the society.
Moreover, the department also
tendered roads in each sub-county
including kapcherop-Kamoi-Rogor

CEC Roads,
Public
works and
Transport
Eng Simion
Kiplagat
cements a
pillar to one
of the school
facilities the
county is
constructing.
Looking on
(centre) is
H.E Governor
Alex Tolgos.
PHOTO:GPCU

road, Flax-kipkabus road, Kaptarakwa-Kaptagat, Emsea-Kimwarer-Kipsaos road, Belgut-Kameza road and Cherorget-Chepkorio
road.
Others are Chegilet-Kapchelal, Anin-Kosumbwo road, Chesoi-Tirap road, Kimnai-Segut road, Chebulbai-Chebororwa-Kondabilet
road and Iten township road. In addition, there
are also footbridges including; Chemuiywa
footbridge, Kapsiren footbridge, Chemoibon
footbridge and Kapterit footbridge.
“Furthermore, the department has overseen
over 30 building projects that were done under
the former LATF projects, the projects ranges
from classrooms, dormitories, laboratories,
dispensaries, cooling plant at Kapkochur
satellite and last but not least Construction of
50M3 water tanks are over 70% completion,”
added Kiplagat.
The department of Roads and Public works
has played a crucial pivotal role in facilitating
the other departments of the devolved government in foreseeing the realization of their
legislated objectives and functions.

As the CEC puts it, the Roads and Public
Works docket is the glue that bonds the departments together.
“Our functions encompass the provision
of tender documentation and supervision
of works for all departments for which we
have worked closely and in tandem with the
relevant CECs and officers under them,” said
the CEC.
The projects include Maternity Hospital at
Sisiya, Renovations of Kaptarakwa sub-district
hospital, Construction of ablution block at
Chebiemit Sub-district hospital, Renovations
of the County Referral Hospital wards and
walkways at Iten, in a move to make it befit the
title a “County Referral Hospital”, construction
of X Ray and Theatre units in Tot.
Others are the Construction of Rimoi gate
and watch tower, Kitchen facilities for Tot and
Tambach, education facilities( ECD Centers
and Polytechnic hostels) in each ward, Construction of gate and fence at governor’s office,
sports and recreational facilities which involve
construction of changing rooms and boundary
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proper road network and infrastructure
walling at Kamariny Stadium, agricultural
facilities including livestock Sale yards, renovations of abattoirs, Fish ponds construction, Renovations to cattle dips and fencing
of agricultural facilities, while in trade the
Installation of streetlights and Market stalls
in various area in the county.
The department through the transport
wing has also acquired a fleet of 10 vehicles
which are being used by the various depart-

Another fleet of heavy
machinery vis a vis graders,
tippers and excavators are at
the procurement stage
-Kiplagat

ments to manage projects all over the county.
“Another fleet of heavy machinery vis a
vis graders, tippers and excavators are at the
procurement stage,” said Kiplagat.
The CEC further points that the journey
to success was not easy and that very many
challenges had to be encountered, faced and
dealt with expeditiously.
“ These ranged from adverse weather conditions which for some time slowed almost

functions but thanks to the dedicated staff
under me, we made all efforts in ensuring we
overcame the hurdles,” he said.
The CEC thanked the entire Elgeyo
Marakwet County fraternity for having
confidence in the Departmental structures
and that through their prayers, counsel and
advice, has made the department to soldier
on, hitting the ground running.
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Elgeyo Marakwet being positioned as
the next frontier for tourism in Kenya

T

By LINUS SIELE

he County is without doubt
a sleeping giant in terms of
the potential it has in the
tourism sector.
From the breathtaking landscape,
wildlife, high altitude climate for
athletic training, rich culture and a
warm people, Elgeyo Marakwet is

set to reap big from its God given
natural resources.
The Department of Tourism,
Trade, Cooperative and Energy
headed by Ann Kibosia has
embarked on an ambitious
development path that will see
the county emerge as a favourite
tourism destination.
The ongoing revamping of the
Rimoi Game Reserve is among
such development initiatives and
it is anticipated that works at the
reserve will be done by August this
year paving way for its reopening.
Rimoi is tucked away in the
famous Kerio Valley region and
is home to the largest herd of
elephants and bird species among

CEC Tourism Ann Kibosia (Right) shows County Assembly Tourism committee the road
grading taking place at Rimoi Reserve. PHOTO:GPSU

T

By LINUS SIELE

he Miss Tourism County
Beauty Pageant couldn’t
come at a better time than
with devolution system. Elgeyo
Marakwet County was not left out
in this historical competition that
was the first in the county.
The county government through
Chekenia International Community Centre was able to conduct
auditions in the four sub counties
Marakwet East, Marakwet West,
Keiyo South and Keiyo North.
There was an overwhelming
turnout of ladies but only 18 were
chosen to compete for the title.

other wildlife in addition to the
natural warm environment.
“Immediately we got into office,
we developed a plan to revamp
Rimoi and Iam happy to report that
we have made very good progress
and soon it will be reopened for
both local and foreign tourists,”
said Ms Kibosia.
Ongoing
works
include
improvement of its infrastructure,
creating water points including
a dam for wildlife, building gates
and watch towers and recruiting
rangers and tourism staff.
“In collaboration with the
Kenya Wildlife Service (KWS),
we recruited 10 rangers from
the county who have undergone
training at the KWS training
school in Manyani and are awaiting
deployment,” added Ms Kibosia.
The CEC said that in the past,
no revenue was being collected
from the reserve, which was also
being used by locals to graze their
animals thus posing dangers of
human wildlife conflicts which
were rampant.
“We thank the efforts initiated
by KWS to rehabilitate the reserve
such as erecting an electric fence.
When we came in, we joined hands
with them to continue with the
infrastructural work,” she said.
Added Kibosia: “These include
the main gate to the reserve where
visitors will pay to access so that the
county can earn revenue which we
have been losing in the past”.
Kibosia
further
expressed
gratitude to KWS for agreeing
to restock the reserve with other

wildlife including giraffes,
buffalos, ostriches, snakes,
gazelles, antelopes, impalas
among others.
“We also thank residents
around Rimoi who agreed
to remove their livestock
from the reserve to enable
us transform it into a major
tourist attraction in our
county,” added the CEC.
The County has also
mapped the various tourism
physical features and put
them on a map that has
already been published to
guide tourists visiting the
county.
“So it is not only Rimoi
that we are marketing,
we have all the tourist
attractions in this map
which we have already
distributed both locally and
abroad,” said Ms Kibosia.
She cited the recent
International
Tourism
Bourse in Berlin, Germany,
where Elgeyo Marakwet
was marketed courtesy of
friends of the county in that
country.
The county has also
held
several
tourism
stakeholder forums aimed at
encouraging among others,
investment in tourism in the
county and adoption of best
practice in the setting up of
hospitality ventures.
Recently investors in the
tourism sector in Elgeyo
Marakwet were hosted at

Kerio View for a forum
attended by senior officials
from
Kenya
Tourism
Board, Tourism Finance
Corporation
(TFC),
KWS and Kerio Valley
Development
Authority
(KVDA).
The investors were taken
through
opportunities
available to them to take
advantage of the tourism
potential in the county.
“They were for instance
informed of low interest
loans offered by TFC at 9
percent to those willing to
invest in the tourism sector.
These loans are very flexible
in that you first start paying
interest before the loan
amount and repayment
period is upto 10 years,” said
Ms Kibosia.
The county has also
organized trips for the
stakeholders, including the
county tourism committee
that draws membership
from the county assembly,
to other counties that have
robust tourism industries
to borrow a leaf for the
sake of bench marking and
adoption of best practice.
Elgeyo Marakwet is also
liasing with neighbouring
counties in a bid to
reinvigorate the North Rift
Circuit launched almost 10
years ago by then Tourism
continued NEXT page>>

Miss Tourism Elgeyo Marakwet drive to
promote tourism and girl child education
Jacklyne Rutto, a 2nd year
student at Masinde Muliro University emerged the winner and
was able to represent the county
at the national competition held
in Mombasa in 2013 and emerged
position seven out other 43 county
delegates.
The role of the Miss Tourism is
to market the county’s tourism by
selling EMC as a preferred tourist
destination for tourists and also as
an investment hub especially in the
hospitality sector.
As part of giving back to the

community Miss Tourism is embarking on a campaign in schools
to create awareness on issues relating to sex and relationships so as
to help reduce the number of girls
dropping out of school due to early
pregnancy.
The campaign was rolled out
after the County Beauty Pageant,
Jacklyne Rutto, lead other beauties
on a campaign hosted by the Sego
Safari Lodge management to create
awareness on issues relating to
sex and relationships so as to help
reduce the number of girls dropping
out of school in the area due to early

pregnancy. The situation worsened after the recent mudslides
in the area forcing majority of the
schools and locals to relocate from
the highlands to the lowlands of
Kapchekek.The team was accompa-

nied by the CEC incharge of Tourism
Hon. Ann Kibosia & Chief Officer
Ishmael Chelanga.

Jacklyne intends to use theatrical
performances as well as students
who are in universities to spearhead the campaign. The campaign
will target both primary and
secondary school going children
between ages 13-19.

Miss Jacklyne Rutto
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H.E Governor
Alex Tolgos
unveils the
Rimoi road
sign at Biretwo
PHOTO:GPSU

continued FROM PREVIOUS page<<

Minister Najib Balala.
“We want to build synergies with
our neighbours so that we can also
sell the region as tourist destination,
listing down the attractions found
in each county into one package.
This will help in attracting tourists
who can stay in the region for two
weeks or even a month sampling
the counties,” added Kibosia.
In the trade sector, the county
is in the process of refurbishing
existing and establishing new
markets for goods and services
including setting up cottage
industries for value addition of
crops such as mangoes, coffee,
groundnuts and tea among others.
“Our best bet as a county is to
establish cottage industries to stop
the exploitation by middlemen
who buy our produce at throwaway
prices. Currently this is the

scenario when our farmers take
their produce for sale in Eldoret,”
said Kibosia.
The CEC said the county was
also seeking to establish wholesale
markets in major towns in Elgeyo
Marakwet to ensure farmers get
good prices for their produce.
She added that the county
had also established weights and
measures infrastructure to ensure
fair trade rates across Elgeyo
Marakwet. The rates are awaiting
gazzetement for application in the
county.
Kibosia further said the county
had completed auditing all Saccos
in the county with a view of reviving
those that had collapsed and
revamping those still in operation
through capacity building.
“We are also in the process of
establishing two new rural women
Saccos to empower our women in
the county economically,” she said.

In the energy sector, Kibosia
said her department is working
to exploit the county potential
in hydropower, biogas and wind
energy production to expand our
energy sources.
“We are working closely with
KVDA to exploit our county’s
potential to produce energy such
as hydro power in Embobut,
Embolon, Torok Falls through a
Public Private Partnership (PPP),”
she added.
Kibosia further said the county
would support the expansion of
biogas usage in the county to avoid
overreliance on electricity which
is intermittent in the county as
well as exploit wind power energy
especially along escarpments.

Some of the tourist
attraction sites

Torok waterfalls at Kapchebar PHOTO: GPSU

Elephants at Rimoi National Reserve. PHOTO:GPSU

RIGHT: Samich
Resort at Keiyo
South LEFT: One
of the historical
landmarks in
the County at
Marakwet.
PHOTO: GPSU
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Ensuring an effective digital government
run by an efficient county public service
TECHNOLOGY: County lays
fibre optic cable to digitize
its operations

By GEORGE KIMAIYO

T

he
County
Public
Service is the bedrock
upon which citizens
can realize the benefits of the
County Government.
Information Communication
and Technology (ICT) on the
other hand is being utilized to
promote a more efficient and
cost-effective
government,
facilitate more convenient
government services, allow
greater public access to
information,
and
make
government more transparent
and accountable to citizens.
The County government of
Elgeyo Marakwet has established
a Department of ICT and Public

TOP:H.E Governor Alex
Tolgos (Right), CEC
ICT and Public Service
Monicah Rotich and
Head of ICT department
George Kimaiyo during
the County’s web
designing. BELOW: The
team that worked on
the web designing

Service under the leadership
of CEC Incharge, Monicah
Rotich, whose vision is to
provide cost-effective ICT
infrastructure facilities and
services and an efficient and
effective public service.
“Our mission is to provide
efficient, affordable and
reliable
infrastructure
for sustainable economic
growth and development for
improved service delivery,”
said Rotich.
The
department
is
composed of two key subsectors namely provision of
ICT services and Human
Resource Management.
The ICT arm of the
department is expected
to transform the socio-

economic development of
the county through adoption
and utilization of relevant
and applicable technology
and technology products for
progressive public service.
It has been working
together
with
other
departments’
through
installation
of
ICT
infrastructure
that
is
expected to create a
favorable environment and
spur business as well as the
development of human
resource
capacity
that
ensures provision of quality
public services.
“When we came into
office, ICT infrastructure
was poorly developed with
no single fiber cable linking
the county. But now the

department has already laid the cable and will
further establish ICT centres and research
institutions/digital villages in each ward in
the county,” said Rotich.
Mobile coverage in the county is also
poorly developed and hence the County is
pursuing Public Private Partnerships (PPP)
in the setting up of mobile phone boosters as
well as digital TV coverage.
The County Government also envisages
establishing one-stop service points akin
to ‘Huduma Centers’ across the county to
provide easy access to services for citizens.
On Public Service, the department has
worked closely with the County Public
Service Board (CPSB) to enhance human
resource capacity through recruitment of
qualified persons in a competitive process
in line with the constitution and relevant
government guidelines.
“The County has also collaborated
with relevant government and private
sector organizations such as the Public
Service Commission, ICT Authority and
development partners such as World Bank
and mobile service operators to partner
and support projects that will improve the
livelihoods of our people,” said Rotich.

Revolutionizing health care through adoption of latest ICT
By MONICAH ROTICH

T

o support the health sector, the County Government
has developed a framework for automation of Health
Services which is now being implemented.
This will include implementation of an Automated Health
Services Information System in the various hospitals within
the County, Local Area Network (LAN) Connectivity and
provision of Internet Services in the various health facilities
in the County.
ICT seeks to revolutionize health care in the County by
streamlining administration and putting information into the
hands of point-of-care professionals.
Information technology use in the county has the potential
to improve the following in health care: Quality, Safety of
documents and files and Efficiency in services delivery. The
bottom-line therefore is that ICT ensures Confidentiality,

Integrity and Availability (CIA) of information.
However, successful adoption and use of ICT has been
hindered by barriers like cost of equipment and associated
software, personnel, maintenance and the complexity
involved in IT systems implementation.
ICT provides opportunities for individuals, medical
professionals and healthcare providers to obtain information,
communicate with professionals, deliver first-line support
especially where distance is a critical factor and promote
preventive medicine programmes.
Effective implementation of ICT in the County will lead to
effective planning, enhanced decision-making process and
monitoring, improved shared service operations, greater
access to more reliable health and population data, and more
effective resource management.
We have developed a framework that will provide a good
baseline upon which ICT can be implemented in our health

care services.
The key areas of this include:
• Procurement of an Automated Health Information
System.
• Procurement and upgrade of hardware and software
in the health facilities.
• Installation of Local Area Networks in the County
Facilities with the eventual possibility of a Wide Area
Network.
• Capacity building for Health staff.
• Public-Private Partnerships for mobile network
coverage in the county.
• Recruitment of qualified staff to manage health sector
information systems.
The Department of ICT and Public Service is committed to
providing requisite support to ensure effective utilization of
ICTs to improve service delivery.
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ICT: An Engine for County
Growth and Development

I

nformation and Communications Technologies
(ICT), in particular high-speed internet and mobile
technology are changing the way organizations both
public and private do business.
The promulgation of the Constitution of Kenya in
2010 and subsequent election of the inaugural county
Governments in March 2013 signified a paradigm shift
in the way government business is conducted, emphasis
being service delivery to the citizenry.
Elgeyo Marakwet County has taken this in stride and
recognized that ICT will play a critical role in ensuring
that she delivers on the mandate of her people.
In the past one year, the county has considered and
factored in several ICT programs that will improve service
delivery.
“The framework has been elaborately captured in the
County Integrated Development Plan (CIDP) in which the
County commits itself to establish at least 20 Information
Communication Technology (ICT) Resource Centres by
2017 as well as leverage on various technology solutions
to improve services in all other sectors. This therefore
implies that there would be an ICT resource centre in
each of our 20 wards,” said CEC Monicah Rotich.
In line with government automation efforts, the County
Government of Elgeyo Marakwet has embraced and
implemented IFMIS, IPPD and GPay systems that are
now fully operational.
“A Fiber optic cable has been laid down in the County
Headquarters at Iten to provide connectivity for these
systems. Information for staff has also been captured and
is available on a digital platform,” added the CEC.
To facilitate office operations, Local Area Network
(LAN) connectivity has been established to link the
Governor’s office, The County Assembly and there is
an ongoing process to link to the County Public Service
Board. This has been done alongside acquisition of more
hardware and software to facilitate office operations.
Access to information has also been enhanced by
developing and operationalizing the County website
www.elgeyomarakwet.go.ke and an email service. Internet
services are also available in the various offices. An online
recruitment portal www.elgeyomarakwetcpsb.org which
is linked to the county website has been implemented
making job applications and processing a lot easier.
“The role of social media in information
dissemination can no longer be ignored. We have since
established a Facebook account ‘County Government
of
Elgeyo
Marakwet’(https://www.facebook.com/
elgeyomarakwetcounty)which is increasingly becoming
popular,” added Rotich.
While acknowledging that the mobile platform is
emerging as the single most powerful way to extend
economic opportunities and key services to millions of
people, the County Government through Public Private
Partnerships has engaged mobile service operators.
“As a result, Safaricom Ltd have undertaken to establish
telecommunication masts in Chesoi, Kapyego and
Embobut to provide mobile coverage in those areas,” said
the CEC.
Through such initiatives, Rotich added, ICT will
provide economic opportunities to both urban and rural
areas in the county through increased productivity and
improved marketing of goods and services.
“With increased reach of mobile telephony to citizens,
and more specifically in rural areas, the ICT platform is
reaching population with low levels of income and literacy.
ICT will thus become the largest distribution platform of
providing public and private services to millions of people
in urban and rural areas,” said the CEC.
Elgeyo Marakwet County also participated in a World
Bank Competition of funding amongst counties and
emerged third nationally.
“The county has since secured a chance to work with
the ICT Authority through the support of World Bank to
develop a County ICT roadmap,” said Rotich.
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County to soon
outlaw pit latrines
in urban areas to
improve sanitation

T

By LINUS SIELE

he Elgeyo Marakwet county
government is working on a law
aimed at phasing out pit latrines
in all urban and peri-urban areas of the
county.
The county environment committee
chaired by the county executive committee
member for natural resources Thomas
Ruto said that all building plans to be
undertaken in the said areas must have in
their plans a septic tank before they are
approved.
This, the committee said will ensure that
new buildings have septic tanks which can
be emptied instead of the current situation
where residents keep on sinking pit latrines
immediately one fills up.
However even as the county sets to
undertake the new development, it is
grappling with the problem of getting land
for the construction of a sewerage plant as
no one is willing to sell their land.
“We put an advert in the local dailies
asking for land to construct a sewerage and
also for waste management but to date no
one has responded,” Rutto said.
The CEC urged residents that had agreed
to sell land to the former local authorities
for the purpose of setting up a sewerage
system come forward and give them the
documents.
He attributed this to the negative
perception held by the local people
who believe that one cannot neigboura
sewerage, dumpsite or even a cemetery.
“We should sensitize our people to know
that with a sewerage treatment plant the
waste is fully treated because even the
water can be reused and therefore living
next to it will not affect one in any way,”
Rutto said.
The county works director Pauline
Olbara said there was need to set aside land
for a sewerage as Iten town grows, and as
buildings continue being constructed, then
they can later be connected to the system
when it is put in place.
“We are also calling on the county
government to come up with a legislation
to deter the blocking of culverts by farmers
as this is doing a lot of harm to our roads,”
the works director said.
The committee expressed concern that
surveyors have greatly contributed to the
on going degradation of the environment.
“It is sad to note that land is surveyed
and demarcated and even a title deed
issued despite the land being a wet land
or on steep hills,” said Willy Rotich an
agricultural engineer.
The county director NEMA Sally
Kibos advised the county to look into the
legislation that is available nationally on
environment and domesticate it to ensure it
fits the county without leaving any loose
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Implementation of multi-million
water projects across the county
is on course

W

By VINCENT BARTOO

hen the
County
Government
took over management
of the affairs of Elgeyo
Marakwet, supply of
water was one of the
thorny issues it was
confronted with.
Our major towns
like Iten, Tambach,
Kapsowar , Chepkorio,
Chebiemit, Kapcherop
among others lacked
reliable water supply
and most residents and
business people resorted
to unclean sources
of water to fetch the
important commodity.
Work was indeed cut
out for the CEC Incharge
of Water, Lands and
Natural Resources, Mr
Thomas Ruttoh who
immediately embarked
on addressing this
problem among others
in his docket.
“Providing water
for county residents
is another important
project my department
has laid a lot of
emphasis and we are
currently working on
the implementation
of the Ksh 1.7 billion
Sabor-Iten-Tambach
water project funded by
our partner, the Belgian
Government,” said
Ruttoh.
The implementation
of this massive project
was given momentum
after Governor Alex
Tolgos and Senator

Kipchumba Murkomen
made a trip to Belgium
to sign necessary
bilateral documents with
Belgium.
“Next was the
ratification of the deal
between Kenya, our
county and the Belgian
Government by Attorney
General Githu Muigai
that has been done and
has paved way for the
contractor to begin
work.We are glad that
finally the project has
kicked off,” said Ruttoh.
The CEC said sooner
rather than later,
residents of Iten and
Tambach would get
supply of water from
their taps thus ending
their long wait for piped
water.
According to Rift
Valley Water Services
Board (RVWSB) CEO
Eng. Japheth Mutai the
project will benefit more
than 64,000 residents
in the county especially
those living within Iten
and Tambach towns and
their environs.
“The Sabor water
project will also ensure
the two towns, Iten
and Tambach, have a
sewerage system in a bid
to encourage investors to
the region,” he said.
Eng Mutai said
research carried out on
the project indicated that
it was cost effective since
water will be conveyed
through the gravity

from the dam as opposed
to electricity propelled
pumps.
“We shall save a lot in
terms of energy that would
have been used in pumping
the water but since it will
be pushed by gravity it
has been proved to be cost
effective,” he said.
Ruttoh said that besides
the water benefiting the
two towns, mechanisms
will also be put in place to
ensure the people who live
next to the pipeline receive
the water.
More than 15 other
water projects are in the
implementation stages,
according to the CEC,
with the projects having
been forwarded to relevant
government departments
including the county
assembly for approval.
“Others have
commenced while others
are in tender stages. We
have made a deliberate
effort to contract the
services of our youths to
construct these projects so
that we offer them jobs,”
said Ruttoh.
The CEC added that the
county had also joined
hands with external
partners including World
Vision, Eldowas, KVDA,
Kenya Red Cross, national
government, Lake Victoria
North Water Service Board
(LVNWSB) and irrigation
to do several water projects
for the benefit of Elgeyo
Marakwet residents.
Planning of county

towns particularly Iten
town, which is the gateway
to Elgeyo Marakwet
County, to make it
attractive for investment is
among the other priorities
being undertaken by the
county.
“Already, we have
prepared an Expression
of Interest to re-plan
Iten town which we have
already issued for review
and adoption then we
can immediately begin
modernizing Iten since it is
the gateway to our county,”
said Ruttoh.
The county has gone
a step further in seeking
international partnerships
to adopt best practices in
the running of towns by
entering into twinning of
cities partnerships with
United States cities.
“We have twinned Iten
town with Irvin City in
Dallas USA and we have
an expression of interest
from the City of Rochester
in Minnesota to twin it
with one of our towns like
Kapsowar,” added Ruttoh.
But as the county waits
for these partnerships to

be in place, it has taken
steps to begin modernizing
the towns, first through
a street lighting project
that is targeting 16 urban
centres.
“Tenders already went
out and we are finalizing
on evaluation to enable us
roll out the project which
seeks to improve business
in our towns,” said Ruttoh.
Environmental
conservation is another
area the department is
handling as a matter of
priority to control and/
or eliminate logging and
empower Community
Forest Associations (CFAs)
for better management of
county forests.
“The county has also
set aside a budget for
reforestation programmes
in the county aimed at
improving our forest cover
including Embobut. Our
hope is that the Kenya
Forest Service (KFS)
will be of support to us
in these efforts, done
in consultation with
local communities and
partners such asKagoech
Foundation,” said Ruttoh.
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Re-planning of county towns set to attract business, real estate
By VINCENT BARTOO

E

lgeyo/Marakwet county intends
to do a massive re-planning of
all towns in the county to encourage developers to build modern
buildings that conforms to the growing
demand for housing within the urban

centres set-up.
Governor Alex Tolgos said that the
towns were planned long time ago to
accommodate short-term objective of
collecting revenue and lacked proper
design but would be redesigned to
meet the rising demand and attract
investors.

Actually many civil servants that
work in the county live in Eldoret town
and commute on daily basis because of
housing problems experienced in the
area.
“Iten town requires a major overhaul and we are developing a 50 year
plan that would ensure the town is

DAMS 2013/2014

WATER SUPPLY PROJECTS 2013/2014

SUBCOUNTY NAME OF PROJECT		
WARD
SUBCOUNTY		NAME		WARD
Marakwet East Olot -Ketut			
Endo
Marakwet East		
Embomon
Sambirir
		Tirich				Embobut
		Kapsitotwo			Kapyego
Marakwet West Kibuga - Kamoi			
Sengwer
Marakwet West		Tunyo		Arror
		Mugula				Lelan
		Chebara–Cheptongei pipeline Moiben/Kuserwo
		Kapsumai			Kapsowar
		Chebara–Chebiemit-Cheptongei Moiben/Kuserwo
Keiyo North
Kimaisbai			Kapchemutwa
Keiyo North		Emiat		Kamariny
		Chepsigot			Tambach
			Emsoo		Emsoo
		Sabor-Iten-Tambach 		Tambach
		Chesitek			Kapchemutwa, 		
						Kamariny
Keiyo South
Chepkorio			Chepkorio
Keiyo South		
Rokocho
Soy North
		Talal				Kapyemit
		Tairop-Kalwal-Murkutwo
Soy South

WATER PANS 2013/2014

SUBCOUNTY NAME				WARD
Marakwet East Sindar				Sambirir
		Kabetwa			Endo
		Enou				Endo
Marakwet West Dakota				Arror
Keiyo North
Anin - Emkoko			
Tambach
		Koisot				Emsoo
		Mokoiwa			Tambach
		Chelila				Kapchemutwa
Keiyo South

Kewapkony			

Soy South

IRRIGATION PROJECTS 2013/2014

SUBCOUNTY NAME OF PROJECT		
WARD
Marakwet East Karamwar			Endo
		Kaptoboko			Endo
		Kipkwakwa			Endo
		Kitinos				Sambirir
		Karel				Sambirir
		Kaben				Endo
		Tot-Kolowa			Endo
		Tot/Kimarich			Endo
Marakwet West Lukuk				Arror
		Kabonon-Kapkamak		Arror
Keiyo North
Kichukchuk			Emsoo
Keiyo South
Korober			
Soy North

transformed into a megacity,”
said the governor.
The towns the county government intends to re-plan
besides Iten includes Kapsowar,
Kapcherop, Tot among others to
accommodate the overwhelming demand for housing.
He said that process will entail
the provision of a sewage system
to a tune of sh 300 million in
Iten town and realignment of
roads to integrate running lanes
for athletes devoid of pedestrians and vehicles and relocation
of markets build within the
towns Central business district
(CBD).
“There is no public land for
recreational facilities within the
town and we shall include that
when the town would be redesigned,” he said.
Tolgos regretted that there is
a lot of public land in private
hands that has impeded in the
development of the town and
they are developing a bill that
would ensure such individuals
surrender the plots.
“There is an urban centres
bill (draft) to be deliberated by
the county assembly and if this
passed it would give the county
government a right to reposes
the idle plots,” said the governor.
He said the draft also proposes
that property owners ensure that
their premises are kept clean
and painted at all times.
He however expressed concern over lack of land to expand
the town and urged the residents
that still hold huge chunks to
consider selling it.

County facilitates council of elders to arbitrate over land disputes
By VINCENT BARTOO

E

lgeyo Marakwet county government
has formed a team comprising of
local community council of elders to
help in arbitrating land disputes which is
threatening peace and development in the
area.
The elders were picked from each of the
four constituencies in the county (Keiyo
North, Keiyo South, Marakwet West and
Marakwet East) are supposed to transverse
the entire Kerio valley region seeking views
on the local residents about disputed land.
In the recent past Kerio Valley region has
experienced protracted land disputes which
have sometimes degenerated into fights and

loss of property.
The situation was aggravated further after
Tullow Oil Company started prospecting
for oil in the area which land is still owned
communally through clans.
They are supposed to team up with
village elders, chiefs and their assistants at
the villages and engage the local residents
who have land disputes in a public forum
to enable them present their petitions to the
team.
According to Thomas Rutto, the County
Executive Committee (CEC) member
Incharge of Lands, water and Natural
Resources, the team would then draft a
report that would help the local leadership in
addressing the land disputes experienced in
the Kerio Valley region that largely remains

un-adjudicated and un-demarcated.
“We are planning a community hearing
after the elders have completed documenting
the petitions and this would help us address
the land disputes that has threatened peace
and development in Kerio Valley,” said the
CEC.
Rutto said the team’s main objective
was to unanimously generate and adopt
alternative traditional conflict resolution
mechanisms in natural resource utilization
thus foster peace, unity and development
among local residents.
Governor Alex Tolgos had called for the
immediate stop to all land transaction in the
Kerio Valley region until the county land
commission has been formed to address the
land ownership tussles in the region.

“There is an uncontrolled trend of selling
land that is escalating and if unchecked it
would bring more conflict,” said Tolgos.
He said that since huge chunk of land is
still communally owned through clans, some
members have been involved in land selling
attracting conflict from the other family
members that were not notified before the
sale.
The then Elgeyo Marakwet County
Commissioner, Arthur Osiya, welcomed the
move saying this would help in permanently
addressing the emotive land issue.
“Our offices are jammed with land cases
and the team of council of elders would help
in finding a lasting solution because they are
aware of clan boundaries,” said Osiya.
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Elgeyo Marakwet County Profile
1.0 INTRODUCTION
1.1 Location and Size
Elgeyo Marakwet County covers a total area of
3029.9 Km2. It extends from latitude 0o 20 to
1o 30 North and longitude 35o 0 to 35o 45 East
and borders West Pokot County to the North,
Baringo County to the East, Trans Nzoia County
to the Northwest and Uasin Gishu County to the
West.
2.0 COUNTY SITUATIONAL ANALYSIS
2.1 Human Development Indicators summary
These indicators include poverty levels, life
expectancy, health access, literacy levels,
employments levels and per capita income.
In the county, 57 percent of residents live
below the poverty line compared to the
national level of 46 percent. However, at the
county’s Escarpment and the Valley areas,
the poverty levels are as high as 67 percent
of the population. With the current health
development initiatives being undertaken, the
Life expectancy of the county which stands at
66 years is expected to increase.
The literacy levels at the county constitute 49
percent which is lower than national figure
of 67 percent. Initiatives should therefore be
developed to address the gap with both the
formal education system and the adult learning
programs being addressed. On the employment
rates, the county has 50 percent of its labor
force being unemployed which is much higher
than the national rate. Therefore, alternative
forms of livelihoods, more tertiary institutions
and investments in infrastructural development
need to addressed so as to mitigate these high
unemployment rates.

On health indicators, the immunization rates
in the county are as low as 60 percent given
the importance of complete immunization on
reducing the infant and child mortality rates.
The population accessing clean water and
sanitation services in the county stands at 10
percent and 15 percent respectively.
Agricultural Development
The county is an agrarian economy depending
mainly on agricultural activities to sustain its
livelihood. This sector thus provides the veins
that keep the county economy productive. The
sector employs over 90% of the county’s work
force; is a source of household income; raw
materials for agro-based industries; assists in
environmental conservation; and is a source of

foreign exchange for the country, particularly
from cash crops produced in the county. The
veterinary sub-sector ensures a healthy and
productive livestock population sustained
for good nutrition and income generation to
farmers.
The arable area is 2170.9km2 which constitutes
71% of the county’s area. The topography of the
county is steep making the transportation of
farm produce difficult and costly. Most farmers
therefore fall prey to unscrupulous middlemen
who take advantage of the situation to pay low
prices for the farm produce due to insufficient
value addition initiatives in the county
Livestock Farming
Livestock farming is also a major economic
activity in the county. The higland areas of
the county favours dairy farming while the
lowlands favours pastoralism. Currently, there
are 3 private ranches in Elgeyo/Marakwet on
which both dairy and beef cattle are kept. Other
livestock species reared include goats and sheep
mainly on small-scale basis by subsistence
farmers. Bee-keeping is also practiced majorly
along Kerio Valley and in the forests.currently
annual production of milk stands at 14.9 million
litres.
Currently, there are 3 private ranches in Elgeyo/
Marakwet on which both dairy and beef cattle
are kept. Other livestock species reared include
goats and sheep mainly on small-scale basis
by subsistence farmers. Bee-keeping is also
practiced majorly along Kerio Valley and in the
forests.
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Energy, Infrastructure and ICT
The County’s road network covers 1579.4 km
of which 152km is Bitumen, 996.2km gravel
surface and 431.2 km earth surface. There
are two airstrips located in Tot and Chepsirei
though they need rehabilitation for their full
utilization. The Mobile telephone coverage is 90
percent. On Energy, the main source of energy
in the county is firewood with about 91 per cent
of the population using it as a source of energy
though electricity connectivity has expanded in
the recent past due to the rural electrification
programme and funding of electricity projects
through CDF and Rural Electrification Authority
(REA)

proximity to Eldoret town. However, traders
have been limited in their aspirations to
maximize on this advantage because their lack
of substantial capital. The county has though
constructed fresh produce markets and Jua kali
shades in each of the four constituencies of the
county.
The importance of the Industrialization

mining sub-sector since the county has had
considerable activity in mining fluorspar over
the years. This will be mainly encouraged in
areas where agricultural farming opportunities
are minimal.
Industrial investments in the county have been
very low notwithstanding irrigated agriculture
along the Kerio Valley creating huge potentials

sub-sector cannot be over-emphasized. Over
the years there has been a demand for value
addition to the farm produce in order for the
farm produce to fetch better prizes in the
market. Since the county’s major economic
activity is agricultural production there is need
to set up agro-based industries that would
boost the residents’ income from farming.

for fruits and vegetable extraction industries in
addition to opportunities of Abattoir industries
along the Valley offered by the successful
livestock activities at the county.
The county is endowed with deposit of
minerals along the Kerio Valley with Flouspar
mining in Keiyo South sub-county standing
out as the only major medium size industry in
the county. Currently, the mining activities of
flourspar averages annual production of 95051
tones annually while offering employment for
over 300 workers. The annual earnings from
mining of the mineral increased from 789
million in 2010 to 3.9 billion in 2011.
Water Supply, Irrigation and Environment
The major water systems in the county
include the Cherangany water tower, Kessup
and the Embobut catchment areas which
are the sources of the rivers in the county
although environmental degradation has
resulted in severe climatic changes whose
effects are currently being felt by the residents.
These climatic changes effects include rain
pattern changes, massive soil erosion in the
escarpments and the valley, landslides at the Escarpment and prolonged drought
seasons at the Valley. The above effects have
resulted to reduced agricultural productivity
which has in turn jeopardized the already
vulnerable food security given that residents
of the county are agriculture dependent.

Tourism and Sports
The scenic escarpments and the beautiful Kerio
Valley being viewed at the highest points across
the county are the main tourist attractions. The
Rimoi Game Reserve located at the centre of
Kerio Valley is another huge tourism potential
within the county. The ideal climatic condition
and the altitude of the Highlands within the
county offer an opportunity for sports tourism
especially given that local and international
athletes train at Iten, Kapsait and Kapcherop
areas which are in close proximity to the
tourism sites. Iten urban center also offers an
ideal environment for paragliding sports.
Other tourism destinations in the county
include the Rimoi game reserve, Kerio View,
Torok falls and the paragliding sport at the Kerio
Valley Escarpments. There is also need to foster
sports tourism since the county is the centre of
athletics in the country.
Trade, Industrial Development and Mining
The trade sub-sector has considerably grown
over the years mainly because of the county’s

The need for industries is not only confined
to the agricultural production but also in the

Due to prolonged dry spells along the Valley,
Irrigation farming though in a small-scale
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has been introduced in the county. Over 6000
hectares are under Irrigation. The proposed
Arror Multipurpose Dam will facilitate
opening up of substantial size of land for
irrigated agriculture in addition to the size of
land under irrigation in other areas such as
Korober and Tot.
Education/Literacy
The number of primary schools is 355
with total school enrolments of 105,274
representing 94 percent net enrolment. The
Transition rate from primary to secondary
is 67.3 percent. For secondary schools, there
are 70 schools with a total enrolment of
17,889. On schools accessibility, the average
distances to the nearest public primary and
secondary schools are 1.1 km and 2.5 km
respectively. Literacy level in the county is 49
percent constituting 51 percent for men and
46.5 percent for female. More efforts should
therefore be initiated to enhance the literacy
levels of females through promoting girl child
education and adult education.
The literacy level of the County stands at
60% for the age of three years and above.
For females, the percentage is 55 while that
of males is 65%. The low literacy level is
due to insecurity and retrogressive cultural
practices. Insecurity is prone along the
Kerio Valley due to cattle rustling though the
situation is being reversed through initiatives
for peaceful coexistence between the
neighbouring communities
On accessibility, the average distances to
the nearest public primary and secondary
schools are 1.1 km and 2.5 km respectively.
The County has a total of 355 primary
schools, 70 secondary schools, 3 Youth
polytechnics, one Teacher Training College
and one private Medical Training College. The

ELGEYO MARAKWET BULLETIN
JULY - OCTOBER 2014 ISSUE

county has inadequate number of tertiary
institutions to absorb the high number those
graduating from secondary schools

adequate water catchment areas and
protected springs and rivers. There are 9
permanent rivers, 62 water pans and 18 dams

Water and Sanitation
The county has two water towers namely
Embobut forest and Cherangany hills.

On sanitation, less than 1% of the County’s
population live in slums. The latrine coverage
in the County is 71% which is above the
national level coverage though sustenance

However, even with the County hosting
these water towers, the proportion of the
population accessing clean drinking water is
still below 10%. Therefore conserving these
water catchments is vital for the County’s
supply of water for domestic, livestock and
agricultural use. On average, residents of the
County have to walk for 2.5 kilometres to the
nearest water point
In addition to the water towers, the County
is endowed with water resources in terms

of

and improvement mechanisms should be
instituted
Health
Life expectancy in the County stands
at 62.8 and 69.6 for males and females
respectively. This indicates a relatively
healthy population though emphasis should
be on the inadequate human resources in
health sector shown by the doctor patient
ratio in the County of 1:15,548 which does not
conform to international standards. Malaria,
Pneumonia, Respiratory diseases and HIV/
AIDS with a prevalence of 2.4% are the
leading causes of deaths in the district.
The prevalence of stunting and wasting in
children under-5 years is 20% with most
prevalence being recorded in the valley due
to high poverty levels due to droughts. On
immunization, over 60% of the children
under five years completes immunization
while on contraceptives the prevalence is
54%. The low level of uptake of contraceptives
is culture and ignorance among the
community members of the County thus
leading to a high population growth rate of
over 3% in the County
Infant mortality rate stands at 50 deaths per
1,000 live births from 77 while under-five
mortality rate stands at 72 deaths per 1,000
live births as at 2012
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Forestry/Agro-Forestry
Elgeyo/Marakwet County is endowed with
16 forests covering a total area of 93,935.16
Ha (65500.3 Ha) of which about 14000 Ha are
plantation forests, these forests forms a major
part of the Cherangany water tower which is
a lifeline of the social-economic activities in
the county and the country at large thus the
need for sustainable and proper management
of the forests. These forests forms critical
water catchment areas and are sources of
the major rivers in the County including
Embomon,Arror,Embobut and others. In
most of these forests the predominant tree
species are African pencil cedar (juniperus
procera), podo, rosewood, East African yellow
wood and East African olive among other
species.
Plantation forests currently supply sufficient
timber to sawmills which employ about 6000
people mainly from within the county. A large
number of people are also employed from
forest related activities e.g. honey keeping.
Besides timber, the forests also produce
fodder for livestock, fuel wood, building
materials, honey medicinal herbs and water
for irrigation and domestic use.
Encroachment of forestland and illegal
logging has affected the balance of natural
life and therefore measures have to be put in
place to mitigate the situation. These should
include resettlement of forest evictees from
the county (Embobut forest), re-afforestation,
agro-forestry and strict enforcement of EMCA
laws.
Agro-forestry activities in the district have not
picked pace due to communal system of land
ownership and the large herds of livestock
kept.
Environment and Natural resources
Indigenous and exotic forests are the main
forest types in the County occupying a total
area of 93692.48 hectares. There are a total of

10 gazetted forests in the County.
Fuel wood, honey, grazing, building
materials, water, medical/herbs are the main
forest products in the County. Members of the
community, especially the Marakwet districts

include;

communally own the forest hence naturally
conserve the forests.
However, there are exploitations through
grazing as the number of livestock in the
forests exceeds the carrying capacity of the
forests resulting in water shortages in the
County

Mangoes and paw-paws are grown largescale
along Kerio Valley. Due to value addition
and subsequent elimination of middlemen,
farmers will realize more income from
the sale of their final products. There is
also need to value add dairy products for
farmers to benefit from high returns by
reducing wastage, therefore cooling plants
both for fruits, potatoes and milk should be
established throughout the production zones.
Measures should be put in place to revive
cooperative societies.

3.0 COUNTY POTENTIAL AND
INVESTMENT OPPORTUNITIES
AGRICULTURE AND LIVESTOCK
PRODUCTION
The potential and probable investment
opportunities in the agricultural sector

a) Value addition
Mango, pawpaw and passion fruit farming
has a huge potential of fresh juice extraction.

b) Cereals miller
The large scale production of wheat and
maize in The Highlands has the potential of
establishment of a milling plant. With this,
farmers will be able to preserve their cereal
products and sell them at higher prices at a
time convenient to them.
c) Meat produce
Kerio Valley has a potential of producing
beef from zebu and sahiwal cattle. On
largescale production, meat processing plant
should be established hence process meat
and market locally and internationally. In
uplands especially along escarpments, sheep
farming practiced and mutton should also be
processed and sold for higher income.
d) Skin and hide production
The large number of cattle slaughtered is a
big source of skin and hide production. These
products should be tanned and processed
for sale. Also, the processed skins and hides
should be further developed so as to make
leather materials, for instance leather belts
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and bags.the highland parts of the county
favours wool production thus there is need to
fully exploit this potential by opening up of
cooperative societies and tanneries.
Water Potential
The water and sanitation sub-sector has
enormous potentials that could assist in
curbing shortage of water for human and
livestock use. The proposed agro-based
value addition industries would also require
water for processing if these potentials
are harnessed. There is an abundance of
locally available capacities for infrastructure
development in addition to groundwater
potential being not fully exploited and
rainwater harvesting not harnessed to
optimum capacity
Mining Potentials
The county is endowed with mineral deposits
especially along the Kerio Valley. With
discovery of oil in Turkana County which falls
in the Rift Valley, there are high expectations
of oil prospecting at the Kerio Valley with
prefeasibility studies on oil and other mineral
deposits, including marble, cement and
granite being currently undertaken.
Tullow Oil is undertaking prefeasibility
studies on possibility of finding oil fields
along Kerio Valley.
ENERGY
Elgeyo/Marakwet County is divided into three
topographical zones, namely the highland
plateau, the escarpment and the valley. Each
of these zones has the potential to produce
renewable sources of energy as illustrated;
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Solar energy: solar energy is abundant in
the Kerio valley and is used for electricity
generation and drying, currently this
resource is not fully exploited for electricity
generation. The county government should
implement a solar electricity programme to
provide power to schools, hospitals, health
facilities and households in the Kerio valley.
Hydro-power: due to the presence of the
escarpment, the county has a potential to
produce hydro power because of the several
rivers running down to the valley and some
waterfalls. The proposed Arror multipurpose
dam will generate between 70-80 MW thus
there is need to carry out feasibility studies
on other rivers in the county like Torok river.
Wind energy development: the high altitude
areas of the county have great potential to
generate wind power for local consumption
due to the high wind speeds.these areas
include Kapyego,kimnai
TOURISM
The county boost of tourism heritage which
include:
Wildlife: Rimoi national reserve has a wide
range of elephant species,dikdik,impala,bush
pig,warthog ,monkeys and pangolion among
other reptile species.
Eco-tourism :forests facilitate attractions,
animal viewing, bird and butterfly watching
in return this will lead to the growth of the
hospitality sector e.g. hotels, tourist lodges.
the county government should develop
tourist sites and facilities
Gorges: Cheploch gorge, Teren gorge and
bridge near the junction of clear waters of
arror and brown river kerio and Iten view
point offer memorable tourist attraction sites.

Arial views of Kerio Valley as viewed from
Iten.
Water Fall: Torok waterfalls offer scenic
beauty of nature that will make individuals
touring the falls have memorable moments to

carry with them and never to forget what the
county has to offer for her visitors.
Sports and Cultural sites: The county is
renowned for producing world champions
in the field of atheletics reason why the
county is refered to as ‘ Home of Champions’.
This is because the high altitude of the
county compounded with ideal climatic
conditions favours training of athletes and
atheletes from all over the world come to
train at Iten High Altitude Training Centre,
Kaptagat, Kapsait and Kapcherop. The
county also boost of cultural heritage with
cultural centres such as Cheptarit Cultural
Centre in Kerio Valley and Sambalat cultural
dancers who will leave guests visiting the
county entertained and relaxed watching
the scenic hanging escarpents of the vast
Kerio Valley. The introduction of camel raring
in the county by Community Agricultural
Development in Semi Arid Lands (CADSAL)
at Rimoi offers a unique niche for cultural
tourism of camel riding. Paragliding is new
sport that need to be tapped for tourism
attraction and generating revenue to the
county.
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News Wrap

County first lady takes
bold step to aid county
efforts to fight HIV/aids
By LINUS SIELE

E
HIV/
Aids is a
scourge
that
continues
to plague
our society
and needs
constant
evaluation
of
strategies
to combat

lgeyo
Marakwet
County First Lady
Joyce Tolgos has
joined the fight against
the HIV/Aids pandemic
in a bid to realize Zero
new HIV infection, Zero
AIDS-related deaths and
Zero discrimination in the
County.
Joyce has partnered
with the National Aids
Control Council (NACC)
to formulate strategies that
will combat the disease in
the county while addressing
the needs of those who are
infected and affected by the
scourge.
The First Lady is being
supported in the campaign
by, the wife of the Deputy
Governor.
NACC
established
the County First Lady
Forum aimed at seeking
the support of the county
government in its fight
against the disease.
“HIV/Aids is a scourge
that continues to plague our
society and needs constant
evaluation of strategies
to combat. I wish to laud
NACC and its partners
for enlisting our support

as it seeks to increase
the national response to
this pandemic. With the
introduction of county
governments, we need
partnerships like these that
contribute to the national
good,” said Mrs Tolgos.
As First Lady, Joyce said
she was in a good position
to
influence
political
goodwill to champion the
HIV agenda at the County
level.
“I only urge NACC and
the Ministry of Health
to offer us the technical
support we need to see this
initiative through,” she said
at the launch of the First
lady Forum at Keelu Hotel
last month.
Mrs Tolgos hailed efforts
made so far to reduce new
infections, cater for patients
and eliminate stigma saying
the country has made good
strides.
“We also want to
appreciate the significant
progress Kenya and our
County has made in the fight
against the scourge. Today,
HIV related deaths have
significantly reduced over
the years due to evidence
based interventions,” said
Mrs Tolgos

LAND

Your days are numbered,
grabbers of county land
and property told
By VINCENT BARTOO

G
County’s First Lady Joyce Tolgos (left) with Deputy
Governor’s wife during a campaign against HIV
infections PHOTO: GPSU

She however said Kenya
still remains among the top
countries affected by this
pandemic.
“For instance, we are
ranked fourth in the world
in the number of women
with HIV/AIDS. This tells
us that there is more to be
done to reduce particularly
the spread of this disease,”
Mrs Tolgos added.
In Kenya, added the First
Lady, sexual transmission
is the primary driver of the
country’s epidemic.
“We need to explore ways
of ensuring our people
internalize and practice the
traditional ABC formula,
that is Abstaining from
unsafe sex, Being faithful
to one partner and Using
Condoms when absolutely
necessary,” said the First

Lady.
Mrs Tolgos encouraged
Elgeyo Marakwet residents
to join her in her initiative
and help bring down the
effects of HIV/Aids in the
County.
“In particular, I would
like us to bring to light the
factors exposing women
and girls to HIV infections
including societal factors
like gender based violence
that must be stamped out,”
she said.
She added: “Let us
ensure that HIV prevention
remains a top priority in
our county as this will
contribute to achieving the
national and the global plan
targeting to eliminate new
HIV infections.

•Settlement•

County drafting law to legislate settlement along escarpments
By VINCENT BARTOO

E

lgeyo Marakwet County
government has issued
a quit notice to families
living
precariously
along
escarpments in the area.
Area governor Alex Tolgos
while issuing the notice said
escarpments both in Keiyo
and Marakwet sub counties
had been cleared of vegetation
through
cultivation
and
charcoal burning.
He said those perpetrating
the destruction lived in the
same areas that are communally
owned but who now risk beings
swept by landslides when heavy
rains pound.
“We have lost people recently
due to this but locals seem not
to learn from these tragedies
and wait for another calamity
and that is when they blame
the government for not doing

anything to prevent them,” said
Tolgos.
He said his government was
currently drafting a bill to
legislate settlement of such in
the county in a law that will
prohibit human settlement and
activity along the escarpments.
“We will soon table the bill
in the county assembly for
approval by the house so that
we can put a stop to the deaths
we witness every year when
rains pour,” he said when he
toured Kocholwo area of Keiyo
South sub county.

A series of landslides have
rocked the area killing people,
livestock
and
destroying
property in their path.
In 2011, three children were
buried alive in Kocholwo
while in 2012, 16 people lost
their lives in the same area in
addition to 15 that perished in
Marakwet East in 2010.
Tolgos explained that the
colonial government through
the then Elgeyo Marakwet
District Agriculture Officer Mr
William Spenser had identified
areas that were prohibited for
human settlement.
“There was a line that came
to be famously called the
Spenser line that locals were
not allowed to cross to set up
homes of do cultivation. We
want to restore this Spenser
line,” he said.
The
governor
said
committees would be formed

in affected sub locations that
will spearhead the relocation
of affected families.
“I want to assure them that
the exercise will be humane
and will take into consideration
that they are being moved from
their ancestral land,” he said.
Tolgos said the restoration
of the escarpments will then
begin to ensure that vegetation
including planting of trees is
done to restore the areas to
their former glory.
“We will work with locals to
ensure that we restore these
areas and conserve the soils
that are always washed down
during heavy rains,” he added.
Once relocated, the governor
asked the locals to instead
use the area for safe farming
practices like bee keeping and
livestock rearing saying such
would not interfere with the
soils.

overnor Alex Tolgos has issued a stern
warning to those in possession of public
land to return them of face the full force of
the law.
“We will now start cracking down on these
people who corruptly acquired these parcels
of land during the previous dispensation of
county councils yet they had been reserved
for future development of public amenities,”
he said.
Tolgos revealed that since a notice was
issued to the grabbers, members of the public
had volunteered information regarding
public land being held by the said culprits.
“I thank the brave residents who came
forward and gave us names of those who
had grabbed various parcels of land in the
county. This information will be useful in
pursuing them,” he said.
The governor said his government would
now engage the national government
agencies including the Ethics and Anti
Corruption Commission (EACC), police,
the Attorney General, the Director of Public
Prosecutions to recover the parcels of land.
Tolgos said they have seven land cases
that are ready for prosecution after those
holding them refused to surrender them to
the county government.
He was speaking recently when EACC
officials led by Director of Legal Services,
Mr David Too, held an open forum in Iten
on Leadership and Integrity, a campaign
by EACC to improve governance in public
service.
Too said the Commission would support
the county’s quest to recover the land saying
EACC would partner with counties to
recover public properties that were illegally
issued out.
“For counties to take off and devolution
to succeed, they require these properties to
build public amenities for use by Kenyans at
the grassroots,” he said.
Too however advised counties to institute
the cases saying the law mandates them to
sue in public interest especially when it
comes to recovery of public assets.
“Let us demystify this notion that it is only
the EACC that is the sole body mandated
to fight graft. This war needs collaborative
effort and the counties are now the new
partners in this fight,” he said.
Too further called on those vested with
oversight powers by the constitution to
discharge their mandate effectively as a
contribution towards the war on graft in the
country.
“If these constitutional offices work
efficiently in checking the misuse of public
resources, the war on corruption would be
won faster. These offices should again not
look to EACC to help them discharge their
mandate,” he added.
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EASY SUDOKU

HARD SUDOKU

Rule

Rule

Each column of four
squares,
each row of four
squares,
and each box of four
squares
has the numbers 1, 2, 3,
and 4 in any order.

Each column of nine
squares,
each row of nine
squares,
and each box of nine
squares
(three squares by
three squares)
must have the numbers 1 to 9

COMPLEX CROSSWORD

CODEWORD

Across
1. Film in which Marilyn Monroe
sang “That Old Black Magic”
8. Territories
15. First woman to appear on a
U.S. coin
16. Done for
17. Slip
18. Regrettable action
19. Yahoos
20. Where to study mathématiques
22. Controversial area under LBJ
23. Box
24. “Henry & June” role
25. Whalers’ sightings
26. Legal conclusion
27. Quiet spots
28. Corday victim
29. Determined
31. “West Side Story” Oscar winner
Down
32. Aunt of April, May and June
34. Spot for a shot
1. Chatterbox
2. Let go
37. Free-of-charge transaction?
3. Foils
41. Cream of the crop
4. Lighthouse area
42. Provider of cold comfort?
43. The Orinoco R. runs through it 5. Crowns
6. Word before “Happy New
44. Fades
Year!”?
45. Gangling
7. Andorra’s locale
46. Literally, “let it be done,” in
8. NAACP co-founder
Latin
9. Outback stones
47. Patriotic org.
10. Had it __
48. Argonauts’ helper
11. Bread machine?
12. Fool’s gold, e.g.
49. Cast
13. Agassi, by birth
50. Going great guns
14. “Looks that way”
52. Welcoming presence
21. Seasonal hanger
54. Diplomacy
24. Noted chipmunk
55. Ring site
25. Finds a spot
56. Campaign funders
27. Driving problem
57. Hits the roof
28. Coffeehouse choice

30. “Awake and Sing!” dramatist
31. Like Gucci Eau de Parfum
33. They weren’t enlightened
34. Started on a course
35. Warsaw Pact member
36. Sparkling
38. One getting up
39. Ignore
40. Joined, as a club
42. Petco Park team
45. Minimum
46. Probes
48. Pueblo site
49. At this point
51. Hi-__: shoe brand
53. Actress Charlotte

ABCDEFGHIJKLM
NOPQRSTUVWXYZ

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10 11 12 13

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26
T

O P

Find the alphabetical letter represented by each unique number.
To start you off the T is represented by 19, O by 23, and P by 24
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SPORTS

Elgeyo Marakwet- Home
to paragliding sport

E

lgeyo/Marakwet County has been dubbed
‘The Home of Champions’ due to the local
athletes’ who are acclaimed internationally
for shattering world records.
But the county is also home of champions to
another sport that is fast gaining popularity along
the edges of the Kerio Valley escarpments.
Paragliding- the new sport is airborne unlike
athletics, where the ‘pilots’(people who fly the
gliders) run a few meters down the scenic cliffs of
the Elgeyo escarpment and up they ascend soaring
like eagles.
Paragliding is a recreational and competitive
adventure sport of flying paragliders: lightweight,
free-flying, foot-launched glider aircraft. The pilot
sits suspended below a hollow fabric wing whose
shape is like that of a parachute.
The gliders are propelled by the wind and the
parachute like umbrella opens up as the pilot just
descends the scenic escarpment.
But the new sport is dominated by foreigners
especially from the European countries like
Germany, Italy, Spain, France and Switzerland who
flock the region to escape the biting cold in their
countries to come and enjoy the sport along the
Elgeyo escarpment.
Just like the athletes dexterity that is attributed
to rigorous training owing to the region’s high
altitude and undulating hills adorning the area,
the paragliders prefer the escarpment due to
what they describe as thermo-dynamic aspect- a
phenomenon where wind waves on the undulating
hills mixes with warm air that provides a perfect
environment for the sport.
It is for this reason that majority of restaurants
and guest houses in Iten town are over booked
by the pilots who come to hone their paragliding
skills and know-how in the area.
Leone Pascale an Italian who has been in the

sport for more than 26 years says that it is a
wish for every paragliding pilot to visit the Kerio
escarpment and practice their paragliding skills
there.
“The ridge here is very long with a lot of
sheers and it offers a lot of challenges depending
on the prevailing weather conditions,” said Pascale,
52, who is also a paraglider instructor.
He says that the county has a favourite spot that
enables each category of pilots to train in.
“Unlike other countries the Kerio escarpment
offers the pilots different areas to practice in
whether you are a learner, a professional or just
out to have fun,” he said.
Paragliding is a common sport in European
countries, South America and other African
countries like South Africa which share most of
the characteristics as Kerio escarpment.
But Pascale notes that along the Kerio
escarpment, paragliders can do a flight of up to
240 Kilometers in eight hours because of the long
escarpment.
Another Italian, Tosche Edi, says the County
offers mind boggling experience since the winds
and temperatures are perfect for the sport.
The sport has a contest where the pilots are
ranked according to the kilometers and hours
covered in one flight and categorized into national
and world champions.
Women have not be left out in this exhilarating
sport and in a team of 50 that recently trained
in Iten, there are five women including Roberto
Perinati.
Perinati who is a banker in her county, Italy,
says that that she has practiced the sport for 20
years only for fun and she has made Kerio valley
escarpment her favourite spot.
“The place here is wonderful and it is
challenging giving an opportunity to test our skills
and perfect them,” she says.
For Oliver Guenay a German who has flown in
over 80 countries with 26 years experience, the
winds in Kerio escarpments that he describes
as exhilarating winds are ideal for sporting and
teaching paragliding pilots.

“The climate here is ideal coupled with the
locals’ hospitality and breathtaking scenery,”
said Guenay who has authored several books on
paragliding.
He says that paragliding requires a lot of critical
thinking since when one is airborne weather
pattern is bound to change and quick action is
required.
The hotel and hospitality industry are not the
only beneficiaries raking in from paragliding but
also bodaboda operators have recorded high
income since the sport began last month.
“We usually ferry them form the landing spots
down in the Kerio valley to their hotel rooms
and they pay handsomely unlike our regular
customers,” said a local bodaboda rider identified
himself has Kipchumba.
However the county government has introduced
levies in its Financial Bill on the sport and each
pilot is expected to pay an annual fee of sh 1,000.
The local security agencies will also require
that hotel and accommodation industry players
register individuals involved in the sport so that
their safety and security can be guaranteed.
“These pilots wander to distant areas that
locals there might be ignorant of the sport
and eventually turn hostile to the pilots if they
land there,” said Keiyo Sub-County Assistant
Commissioner Moses Lilan.
He said the sport is fast becoming a tourism
feature in the County and all players should be
involved to make it a success.
- Article Courtesy of The Standard
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County hits the ground running to
uplift status of sports to world class
continued to do us proud in the various
championships they have taken part it.
“Our athletes are unrivalled and that
is why we aptly call ourselves the County
of Champions because we truly are,” said
Yatich.
The CEC confirmed that the awards
would be regular as way of rewarding
senior and junior athletics champions
while encouraging upcoming ones to give
the sport their best shot.
“We want to ensure that there is
constant supply of athletes in our county
because God has blessed us with the best
climate to train, the high altitude. We
want all global medals to come to Elgeyo/
Marakwet,” added Yatich.
By VINCENT BARTOO
Improving infrastructure has been
paramount
in the department’s wish list
hen the county government
and
creating
access runways for athletes
came into power, improving
was
the
immediate
project undertaken by
the status of sports was among
the
county.
its key priorities.
“We saw the need for runways along
Appreciating our world beating
the
tarmac that needed to be created so
athletes Ezekiel Kemboi, Florence
that athletes can train safely away from
Kiplagat, Wilson Kipsang, Vivian
speeding vehicles. That has already been
Cheruiyot, Sharon Cherop and Edna
done and we are going to create more,”
Kiplagat was among the first tasks the
said the CEC.
Sports, Youth, Women, Culture and
To expose our athletes in
Social Services CEC Shadrach Yatich
championships
within the country, the
embarked on.
county
has
also
facilitated them to take
“We launched the awards in various
part in the races.
categories that seeks to recognize all our
“This includes the recent Meru
sportsmen. We started with athletics
Marathon
recently where our athletes
because that is our main sport,” said
came
back
home with sh 1.5 million in
Yatich.
prize
money.
We sent athletes to KTDA
A ceremony was organized last year
(Kericho)
Marathon
were our athletes
at the famous Iten grounds where both
brought
home
1.6
million
Kshs,” said
current and upcoming athletes who had
Yatich.
performed well in international meets
The department has been very
were feted with what any Kalenjin man
instrumental
in encouraging and
and woman alike would cherish-livestock!
motivating
athletes
The athletes were awarded with
The County is also among the first
cows and goats and other presents to
counties
to train coaches and lead
motivate them to do even better. This
athletes who will aid the special athletes
paid off as athletes from our county have
in the championships.

Kamariny Stadium
is among those
targeted for uplift
and is undergoing
refurbishment
to a modern facility

W

CEC Sports Mr
Shadrach Yatich
(left) adresses
players before a
match.
PHOTO: GPSU

H.E Governor Alex
Tolgos and other
guests share a
light moment with
players at Iten play
ground\.PHOTO:
GPSU

“We held the training in
Tambach recently and we trained
20 coaches and several lead
athletes. This is in readiness for the
next Special Olympics. We want to
be champions everywhere and we
do not want to leave out the special
athletes,” added Yatich.
Adding on to sports
infrastructure, the CEC disclosed a
grand plan to transform Kamariny
Stadium to a landmark facility in
the county.
The Stadium that was opened by
Queen Elizabeth is set for a major
facelift that will see the facility have
among others, a three star hotel,
indoor facility for indoor games,
modern track, changing rooms, a
gym, a medical facility and hostel
that can accommodate 250 people.
“The county is currently in
the process of repossessing land
around Kamariny that was grabbed.
Once this is completed, we shall
embark on rehabilitating the
Stadium starting with fencing it,”
said Yatich.
The CEC added that a master
plan has been developed for the

works with the county allocating
funds in this financial year for the
first phase of the facelift.
“We cannot do all this on our
own and we are also looking for
potential partners to help fund this
massive transformation under the
Private Public Partnerships (PPPs),”
said Yatich.
The county is also seeking to
take advantage of the high altitude
climate to market Elgeyo Marakwet
as a sporting destination.
“Starting locally, our Governor
sent out a special invitation to the
First Lady Margaret Kenyatta to
train in Iten ahead of her recent
run at the London Marathon. This
put us in the Kenyan map as a
top destination for wellness given
the media publicity the First Lady
attracted,” said Yatich.
The CEC said strategies are
being put in place position the
county as a world class sporting
destination by among others
encouraging investors to invest in
the hospitality industry,enough to
cater for hundreds of tourists.
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Elgeyo Marakwet
holds inaugural
cultural festival
to attract tourists
By LINUS SIELE

E

lgeyo Marakwet County has
started packaging itself to take
advantage of its rich cultural
diversity to attract both local and
foreign tourists.
The county held its inaugural
Cultural Festival on May 24 that was
aimed at showcasing the traditional
culture of the Keiyo and Marakwet
communities inhabiting the county.
It was also an opportunity for the
younger generation of the county
to connect with the culture of their

forefathers through different display
of cultural performances.
Area Governor Alex Tolgos who
presided over the colourful event
said the county intended to market
itself as tourism hub for culture,
sports, wildlife and spectacular
environment.
“It is in Elgeyo Marakwet that you
will find raw culture of our people
which has not been manipulated. It
is our best kept resource,” he said.
Tolgos said his county also
planned to ensure that locals reap
from their well preserved culture

TOP:CEC Culture
Mr Shadrach
Yatich (orange
shirt) dances with
cultural dancers
during the county
cultural festival.
BOTTOM:Miss
Elgeyo Marakwet
Jacklyne Ruto
(right)with the
cultural dancers
entertain guests
PHOTO: GPSU

through festivals that tourists will pay
to attend.
“We want a replica of Bomas of
Kenya in Elgeyo Marakwet and here
you will find a cross section of our
culture touching on virtually every
sphere of our lives as Keiyo and
Marakwet people,” he added.
The County’s Executive Incharge of
Culture, Sports, Youth and Women,
Mr Shadrach Yatich, said the cultural
festival held on Saturday was the
culmination of several competitions
held across the county.
“We held sub county competitions
where winners were picked to
H.E Governor Alex showcase at the cultural festival. It was
Tolgos dressed in a very difficult process to pick winners
traditional regalia because the cultural performances were
during the county very rich,” he said.
cultural festival
Winners during the festival were
at Iten grounds.
awarded with trophies and cash prizes
PHOTO: GPSU
courtesy of the county government
and sponsors that included Orange,
CIC Insurance, Keelu Resort, Khetia
Supermarket and Sweetland Company.
The governor further disclosed that

the county is currently taking advantage of its
high altitude climate in developing the area for
sports tourism.
“As you may be aware, we have called Elgeyo
Marakwet the County of Champions because
majority of Kenya’s international athletes hail
from here. Thus we want tourists to come see
where they train and live,” said Tolgos.

County rehabilitates women brewers of illicit alcohol
By VINCENT BARTOO

G

ive a man a fish and you
feed him for a day, teach
a man to fish and you feed
him for a lifetime,” by author Anne
Isabella best describes what the
County has done for the women of
Elgeyo Marakwet.
When he assumed office,
Governor Alex Tolgos first declared
alcoholism a disaster in the county
and consequently banned the
brewing and consumption given
it had stagnated development of
most households in the county.
But he did not stop there and
through his CEC Incharge of
Women affairs, Mr Shadrack
Yatich, the county immediately

embarked on a rescue plan to look
for alternative means of livelihood
for those who depended on alcohol
to earn a living.
“Since women are mainly the
brewers of these brews, we first
targeted them and asked them to
register themselves in groups to
enable us assist them,” said Yatich.
In
collaboration
with
Gracious Empowerment Women
Organisation (Gewo), the county
brought together a group of 283
women who previously eked out
a living through sale of illicit brew
and facilitated their rehabilitation
at Haven Recovery Centre in
Eldoret.
During
the
rehabilitation,
the women were put on a two
months training during which

they were taught skills in business,
particularly entrepreneurship both
in trade and agriculture.
During a colourful graduation

held at the centre, Nacada
Chairman John Mututho who was
the chief guest lauded the efforts
made by the county to eradicate

The reformed illicit browers.PHOTO: GPSU

sale and consumption of illicit
brew.
Pauline Jepkosgei, a reformed
brewer and a mother of seven,
broke down in tears after
graduation as she narrated how her
children dropped out of school due
to her work as a brewer.
“I used to produce more that
hundred litres of busaa and
chang’aa in a week,” Jepkosgei said.
Governor Tolgos on his part
pledged that his government would
allocate a sh 2 million seed capital
to the women to enable them fund
an income generating project of
their choice to uplift their lives.
The women groups will be
bought 24 heifers, 1 poshomill,
cereals, vegetable seeds and potato
tubers.
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When the First Lady trained in Elgeyo
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Marakwet, the County of Champions!
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Our athletes continue
to do County proud
CHAMPIONS: Kipsang, Ednah and Florence
take top honours at 2014 London Marathon

I

t was do-or-die in the race
that brought to the fore
several intrigues in the
world’s athletic circles. The
battle between world record
holder Wilson Kipsang and
runner-up Stanley Biwott
offered a precise competition
between two sportswear firms
–Adidas and Nike.
Kipsang is managed by
Dutch Volare Sports that is

sponsored by Adidas, and
Biwott is managed by Italian
Rosa and Associates, which is
sponsored by Nike.
A healthy competition that
befits Kenya’s long distance
running pedigree played out
when the athletes struggled to
fly high the sponsor’s mantle
at the 34th Virgin Money
London Marathon yesterday.
But the winners - Edna

Kiplagat and Wilson
Kipsang as well as
women’s runner-up
Florence Kiplagat share
common backgrounds
that catapulted them
into athletics. They are
all police officers.
Kipsang comes
from Muskut village
in Kerio Valley while
Edna comes Kapkoi
in Keiyo South, on the
Elgeiyo escarpment –
and interestingly both
sat for the same Kenya
Certificate of Secondary
Examinations (KCSE)
in 2000.
It was also
particularly sweet for
the two, who were out
to prove a point in
London after failing
to impress at the 2012
London Olympics.
Kipsang wanted to
best a classy field that
boasted the world’s
fastest marathoner
Geoffrey Mutai;
Uganda’s Olympic
champion Stephen
Kiprotich and former
course record.
Prove a point
He was out to prove
that the World record

mark of 2:03.23 he set
in the Berlin Marathon
last year was no fluke.
It was a warning signal
to two-time winner
Tsegaye Kebede, who
was eyeing a third bite
at the cherry.
Interestingly, a
spectacular show
unfolded between Edna
and Florence, who
battled it out like old
foes,as they had in the
football discipline at
the then Keiyo District
school games. Edna was
a student at Kipsoen
Secondary School
while Florence was
in the nearby Sergoit
Secondary School in
Keiyo North.
Swift striker
“I was a swift striker
and one day our games
teacher asked me to try
my luck in athletics,”
Edna says. Florence
reads from the same
script. The 27-yearold Kiplagat says she
does not promise her
fans victory but rather
performs her best.
That’s not bad for a girl
who played football
excellently while in

school. “I never took part in
athletics while in primary
and secondary school. I was a
football striker on my primary
school team and I even led the
team to nationals at Bukhungu
Stadium, Kakamega, and formed
the Kenyan team to the East and
Central Africa Primary Schools
in Kampala, Uganda.”
Kiplagat was forced into
running after completing Form
Four when her uncle William
Kiplagat, a marathoner, gave her
two options to take: You either
run full time or strive to attain
the qualifying mark for a United
States University track and

cross-country scholarship.
Felix Limo, the 2006 and 2007
London Marathon winner who
retired from active running
and opted to study veterinary
medicine at the university, said
the Kenyans gave their best.
“The top finishers did their best.
They ran as Kenyans and I hope
this will be relayed to future
races. I am happy the men’s title
is back in Kenya,” said Limo.
Head Coach Sammy Rono paid
glowing tribute to the coaches
and the athletes saying it signals
bigger achievement ahead.
-The Standard

Florence Kiplagat dazzles in Barcelona, breaks record

F

ollowing in the footsteps of Renaud
Lavillenie and Genzebe Dibaba indoors on Saturday, the world records
continued to tumble as Kenya’s Florence
Kiplagat stopped the clock in 1:05:12 at the
eDreams Mitja Marató de Barcelona on
Sunday (16).
Kiplagat’s half marathon world record*
run sliced 38 seconds off the previous mark
of 1:05:50, which was set by her compatriot Mary Keitany at the 2011 RAK Half
Marathon.
The 26-year-old 2010 IAAF World Half
Marathon Championships gold medallist
led the race in the Catalan city from the
start and finished fourth overall, beaten only
by a trio of male runners.
She passed 10km in 31:08, which was
more than a minute faster than her official
personal best for the distance in a 10km
race, but 23 seconds off Keitany’s pace three
years ago.
Kiplagat then pushed hard over the next
five kilometres to bring the world record

within her grasp she passed 15km in 46:35,
five seconds faster than Keitany and just
seven seconds outside Tirunesh Dibaba’s
world record for the distance, which was set
in a 15km race.
At 16km, Kiplagat’s first pacemaker Marc
Roig dropped out, and a couple of kilo-

metres later her other aide Stanley Siroro
stepped aside but Kiplagat continued to fly
down the road.

Kiplagat gets 20km world record as
well

She passed 20km in 1:01:56, which is also
a world record and 40 seconds faster than
the previous mark, which
also belonged to Keitany
having been set during her
world record half marathon
run.
Kiplagat’s half marathon
world record was also more
than a minute faster than
she had ever run before
over the distance, her previous best of 1:06:38 coming in the 2012 Rome-Ostia
race.
She won the 2013 Berlin
Marathon in 2:21:13 last
September and has built

on that base during the winter in order to
launch her assault on the record, helped on
the day by almost perfect conditions, with
almost no wind and a temperature hovering
around 13 degrees Celsius.
“This is a not a day I will forget, I’m so
happy! The circuit was very fast and I really
want to thank my pace makers, Marc Roig
and Stanley Siroro, they did a great job. I felt
so well from the beginning and the weather
was perfect, so I had the feeling that this
could be a special day,” said the delighted
Kiplagat.
“I really didn’t expect a time as fast as
this. All I wanted to do was have a good
race at a high rhythm in preparation for the
London Marathon (in April),” she added.
The next woman was more than seven
minutes in arrears, with Great Britain’s
Nicola Duncan taking second place in
1:12:15.
- IAAF website
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